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“Holding on to anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at someone else; 

you are the one who gets burned.”
Buddha (563BC – 483BC) – Indian philosopher & religious leader

Next week is Week 2 Please make sure your Newsletter goes home 23rd November 2012

RECENT ABSENCE OF COLLEAGUES

In response to some parents’ concerns about the amount of supply teaching some students are encountering at present, I can only 
apologise and report that this is unavoidable.  Unusually and unfortunately, we presently have two English teachers absent through 
hospitalisation.  In Maths, we have one colleague on long term illness, who is due to leave in January and one vacancy arising from a 
late resignation in the summer term.  There is a scarcity of good Maths teachers across the country but I am pleased to report that for 
several weeks now we have secured the services of two specialist Maths teachers.  We hope to have two permanent Maths teachers in 
place by January.  We have already appointed a long term replacement for Graham Ball in ICT.  Please be assured that colleagues are 
working very hard and creatively to minimise the impact of this temporary diffi cultly on students’ learning and progress.

Headteacher’s Commendations

(When a Headteacher’s Commendation (HTC) is awarded a letter of congratulations is sent home and a badge of excellence, with a 
certifi cate, are presented in assembly to those students who, at whatever level, show exceptional achievement in an activity, in or outside 
of school.  We also announce their success in our weekly Priory News.)

Year 8
Jacob Harper for his exceptional achievement in competing in the Hertfordshire Schools’ Badminton Association Under 13B singles 
tournament in Stevenage and winning.
Rees Harper-Negus for his exceptional achievement for training over six months to gain a Gold Medal award in swimming.

Peter Loach

We have received a few phone calls recently about parents being unable to access their child’s 
information on the VLE.  All access problems have now been resolved however, if you experience any future 

problems, please contact Abdi or Simon in ICT.  Sorry to those parents that have been affected by this.

THE REAL GAME

On Friday, 16th November, all Year 8 students 
took part in The Real Game in the Hall led by 
Head of Careers, Mr Marlton.
Students had the opportunity to plan out their 
dream of what kind of house, they would like 
to own, the car they wanted to drive and the 
lifestyle they wished to lead in the future. 
They were then given details of their individ-
ual jobs which made them look at their salary 
paid and adjust their lives to fi t their budget 
taking into account their income.
To make it a realistic experience, a few 
students even went through the redundancy 
process at a point when they had planned out 
their lifestyle and then had to make drastic 
reductions.
Students thoroughly enjoyed their day which 
provided a fun and learning experience.
“It really helped me to understand about 
business and managing money.”
“It was really good to be in the shoes of an 
adult and fi nd out all the hard decisions adults 
have to make.”

Book Week 2012
Nick Arnold, performing his interactive Horrible 

Science presentation to a group of Year 7 students! 
All the students enjoyed meeting him and amid 
much laughter learnt, among other things, about 
Archimedes’ theory of  displacement and how 

centrifugal effect works! The winner of our 
Wordsearch competition was Patrick Gallagher 7MD 

and  Sophie McDonald 8PB won the 
Author Match competition.

Mrs Stovin and Mrs Plum

The UKMT Senior Mathematics Challenge is a national challenge 
which over 98,000 students entered this year.    Our 30 A level 
Mathematics students performed exceptionally well.  Alex Collins 
and Greg White of Year 13 were awarded gold certifi cates;
 Alex was in the top 3% of students nationally and
 has qualifi ed for the Senior Kangaroo Challenge 
which he will sit at the end of the month.   5 stu-
dents (2 from Year 13 and 3 from Year 12) were 
awarded silver certifi cates and 11 (5 from Year 
13 and 6 from Year 12) were awarded Bronze.  
Congratulations to them all. 

UKMT Senior Mathematics Challenge 2012



 

MEDLINK FOUR DAY CONFERENCE FOR 
YR 12/13 STUDENTS CONSIDERING MEDICINE

Sunday 16th – 19th Dec and Wednesday 19th – 22nd Dec at University of Nottingham

VET-MEDLINK FOUR DAY CONFERENCE 
FOR YR12/13 CONSIDERING VETS CAREERS

Wednesday 19th – Saturday 22nd December at University of Nottingham

LAW:  ONE DAY CONFERENCE FOR YEARS 9 & 10 CONSIDERING CAREER IN LAW
Saturday 23rd February 10.30 – 5.00 at University of Nottingham www.workshop-uk.net/lawx

MEDLINK: ONE DAY CONFERENCE FOR 
YEAR 9 & 10 STUDENTS CONSIDERING MEDICINE OR VETS CAREERS

Saturday 2nd February 10.30am- 5.00 at Friends Meeting House, Euston Road, London and on
Saturday 23rd February 10.30am –5.00 at University of Nottingham www.medlink-uk.net/

medlink-x

CAREERS
DEPARTMENT 
NEWS

Dates for your Diary 2012
Monday 26th November

Yr 9 Impact Theare Lesson

Tuesday 27th November
Yr 9 Trip to Dickens World

Wednesday 28th November
Yr 11 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 29th November
Yr 11 Mock Interviews 9-1.30pm

Saturday 1st December
PSA Christmas Craft Fayre

Monday 3rd December
Yr 11 Trial Exams Begin

Wednesday 5th December
Yr 8 Crime & Horror Writer

Friday 7th December
Yr 7 Natural History Museum Trip

Tuesday 11th December
Yr 11 Trial Exams End

Wednesday 12th December
Yr 9 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 13th December
Post 16 Christmas Formal Dinner

Monday 17th December
Christmas Concert 7pm

Wednesday 19th December
Christmas Lunch Cafe

Thursday 20th December
Presentation Evening 7pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Monday 24th December - 
Friday 4th January 2013

RETURN TO SCHOOL
Monday 7th January
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Food Technology:
Please can parents to check students 
have bought home their cooking and 
all of their containers if they have 

had a practical that day.

On Monday 17th September and Thursday 25th October, 30 students from 
Yr 9 travelled by coach to London where they visited Parliament as part 
of a school trip. They learned various aspects of what it is like to work 
in Parliament, and just how important some of the halls and rooms are 
that stand within it. We saw many stunning portraits and statues of past 
leaders, making us understand the relevance of why we have Parlia-
ment and why it is such an importance to those who work within it. To 
begin with we got given badges for security reasons and then we were 
guided into the main hall that led into the many other 
buildings that were situated inside Parliament. With 
this came opportunities where we took photos and 
were stunned by wall designs which ran through-
out the building because of it’s complex pattern and 
features. 

After being guided through spectacular rooms fi lled 
with an array of green and red seats. Soon we arrived 

at a separate room which we entered and sat until our teacher came into 
give us our planned activity. The activity lasted and hour or so, and she 
discussed with us the importance of elections and the role we had to play 
within the country and how our opinion mattered even though we are too 
young to vote. She began to talk about the differences between laws we 
would like to change or put in place and whether is was a minor or major 
situation that would affect the whole country, or whether it would only 
affect one area. 

Once the discussion came to a close, we played 
a simple game to test our understanding of Laws 
and Society and had 10 questions we had to 
answer as quickly as possible so we got the best 
result. Once fi nished we were lead out to the coach 
and home. We discovered more about Parlia-
ment and who and where we had to go to get our 
problems across and our voices heard. Over all it was 
a fantastic day for all of us.

Parliament Trip Report:


