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This will be my final opportunity to contribute to Term Talk before retiring as Chair of Governors. It has been such a privilege to 
serve The Priory School and watch it take its rightful place amongst Hitchin’s excellent secondary schools. I have been very  
humbled by the nice things that have been said but really I am the one who should be grateful for being given the opportunity of 
contributing in a small way to the achievements of our wonderful students. I will genuinely miss that. 
We are soon to see Peter Loach retire. A lot has been said and written about Peter’s career at The Priory School and he knows that 
he goes with our gratitude, admiration and very best wishes for the future. 
Education is about moving forward – not looking back - and from September The Priory School will have new people at the helm. I 
wish success and happiness to our new Headteacher, Geraint Edwards, and our new Chair of Governors, Amy Bowen. Both have my 
full support and admiration – I am convinced that they will soon be leading the school to new heights. 
To the wider school community – I wish you all well. 
 

Charles Lacey 

There is almost little more to say about retiring from teaching and Headship at The Priory School that I have not said in one place or 
another recently.  However, permit me this:  I am deeply fortunate and hugely grateful to have undertaken teaching as a career.  To 
play some part in shaping the educational, personal and social opportunities of young people has been immensely rewarding.  I will 
miss being in the constant presence of energetic, open, amusing, questioning adolescents, and I will miss all of those colleagues, past 
and present, who have shared my belief that schools are about young people being happy, healthy, safe, valued and achieving their 
best.  (As I write this, I hear that Mr Gove’s latest Dickensian fad is to assess primary children by ranking them across the country, 
while force-feeding them on compulsory school meals.  My heart goes out to my profession!) 
 

So I bid farewell to our delightful students, my truly wonderful support and teaching colleagues, a totally committed body of  
governors and our legion of loyal parents.  Thank you all so much for the real privilege of working with you and for you.  I now look 
forward to doing my own thing in my own way.  Enjoy what you can of all that lies ahead. 
 

Peter Loach 

This year the Summer Concert which was held by The Priory 
School took a climatic turn and saw some of the students of TPS 

perform alongside their family members. The concert which took place on  
Wednesday the 3rd of July was one of the last concerts which was created  
underneath the watchful eye of the Headteacher Peter Loach; and this  

performance was a brilliant way for us to show our appreciation for what 
he has done within school. The Summer Concert saw acts such as dance, 
instrumental and band performances with a surprise visit from White 
Line Diaries arranged by Mrs Creak, which brought back some old faces to a 
new kind of concert. The concert was arranged so that there were two halves full 
to the brim of amazing and brilliant musical talent. A huge final ballad 
from the Massed Choir ended the show on a high as students, mixed 
with teachers and family members to perform one last number for the 
audience. There were acts which amazed us with their musical talent 

and there were acts which left us speechless due to the brilliance of the sounds 
which they produced. It was an astonishing night and one of the 
best concerts which The Priory School has ever put on.  

TPS Summer Concert 2013 – “A Family Affair” 

There was a headmaster named Peter, 
Whose dancing made everyone teeter. 
He retired in July 
(no more “tighten that tie!”) 
And we wish him a wonderful future. 
 

From Harry and Jemima Head Boy & Girl 2012-13  
on behalf of SLT 



COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS 

As a school we have developed a community ambassadors group for students to forge links with the local  
community and organise projects. So far students have planned and successfully run two projects – the Hitchin 
Big Tidy Up and the Westbourne Care Home project. We are hoping to branch out even further in the new  

academic year and hope that more students will join in to support our local community.  
 

Tidy Up project: ‘The Priory School community ambassadors took to the streets on 5th May as 
part of the Hitchin Big Tidy Up project. Students worked hard along Redhill Road in  
Westmill to collect 10 bags of rubbish along with lots of recycling! Students collected bottles, 
cans and even old tyres! The students said that they felt proud of what they achieved and 

hoped to take part again next year!’ 
 

Care home: ‘The community ambassadors have forged links with  
Westbourne Care home in Hitchin. After having a planning meeting with 
the manager of the care home they decided to do afternoon tea for the 
residents. We enjoyed tea and cake whilst getting to know some lovely ladies at the care 
home! The manager commented that she was very impressed at the level of maturity and 
understanding from our students and is looking forward to seeing us again. The  

community ambassadors are looking forward to visiting the care home in the new academic year! Also, a big thank you to 
Ms Braithwaite who also came along to help!’ 

 

On Monday 24th June, four Year 10 students took part in the MBDA Glider Competition. They were Olivia Mason (Project Manager), 
Hannah Fleetwood (Mathematical analyser), Matthew Bankes (Aeronautical Engineer) and Sam Dacombe (Mechanical Engineer).  
They competed against 15 schools from Hertfordshire. There were four trophies that could be won and our students won the trophy 
for ‘Best Teamwork’. The organisers were very impressed with how well our students worked on their glider design and their use of 
aerodynamics.  

Year 7 Gifted and Talented students recently took part 
in a Writing Masterclass for the day and produced some 
fantastic work as well having a really challenging day. 
From looking at monologues from poetry, stage and 
screen to designing their own character and their  
alter-ego, the students performed their own monologues 
in the drama studio and the day was packed with  
activities from start to finish. Each student wrote really 
interesting and dramatic scripts which showed a range 
of characters; some were thoughtful and pensive, while 
others were borderline psychotic in some cases!  
Regardless of the type of character the students chose 
though, each script was well judged, well written and 
thoroughly enjoyable to watch. The work will be on 
display on the English staircase soon so keep your eyes 
peeled. A huge well done to all those who took part. 

 
On Monday 8th July , the Year 10 students took part in two different activities 
as part of their Enterprise day.  During the morning session the students 
worked on a challenge to create a new flavour of tea which they needed to 
export.  In teams they had to create their new flavoured tea, manage their 
finances wisely, create invoice sheets and work together to create  marketing 
campaign for their new tea. In the afternoon session again working in their 
teams they had to harness their creative spirits and team work ethic 
to create paper domes which were big and sturdy enough to enable 
the team to get inside. The team work displayed during both  
activities was fantastic and was admirably demonstrated with the 
quality of work created during both sessions.  

Year 10 
 Enterprise 

day 



Girls Sports Day Records 
800m 
Shaye Irving Yr7 2m 55 
Javelin 
Hannah Rogers Yr8 22.15m 
High Jump 
Flo Richardson Y8 1.30m 
 
Boys Sports Day Records 
200m 
Nick Harrison Yr  27.91m 
800m 
Charlie Moss Yr7 2m 32m 
Javelin 
Charlie Moss Yr7 25.05m 
Long Jump 
Charlie Moss Yr7 4.59m 
 

Triple Jump 
Liam Thomas Yr8 10.52m 
100m 
Charlee Yearwood Yr9  11.72 
200m 
Charlee Yearwood Yr9 25.30m 
Triple Jump 
Charlee Yearwood Yr9 11.65m 
Long Jump 
Jordan Lau Yr9 5.29m 
100m 
Taylor Forde Yr10 11.50m 
800m  
Tom Cox Yr10 2m 28 
High Jump  
Ben Fairey Yr10 1.57m 
Long Jump 

 
On Friday 5th July, the whole of Year 9 were involved in Insight 
into Business Day with Enterprise Skills Company who led the 
day.  Their task was to brand, produce, advertise, market and 
launch a non-alcoholic cocktail, ready to pitch to a panel of 
teacher judges in the final hour. They had fun inventing and tast-
ing the drinks, as well as designing packaging, bottle labels, 
coasters and publicity material.  
 

When the mixture was right, some of the teachers were lucky 
enough to sample the tasty concoctions. Teams pitched their 
product to the judges, viewing all teams’ video adverts which 
were a lot of fun to make.  

Year 6 Induction Day 
On Thursday 11th July 2013 176 Year 6 students attended our Induction Day, which was a great success. Students had an opportunity to meet their 
new forms and form tutors, make new friends during the peer mentoring sessions, break and lunch and experience real lessons. Although many 
students felt quite worried about starting The Priory, lots of them felt much more at ease by the end of the day. The Year 9 peer mentors did a great 
job in preparing various ice-breaker activities and putting them at ease when answering their questions. Many departments where involved in the 
day to give them a overview of school life. We were also treated to a fantastic performance provided by our KS3 drama club, which provided a 
lovely ending to our day.  A big thank you goes to all students, teaching assistants, catering staff, site managers and teachers who helped to make 

the Year 6 experience an enjoyable, informative and safe 
first day at The Priory School. Also, congratulations to all 
Year 6 students for proving themselves to be a positive, 
hard-working and kind year group. I look forward to 
working with you very soon. 
Miss Mulholland - Head of Year 7 2013-2014  

Sports Day!!! What a fantastic day…great weather, great music and 
a great atmosphere. Many congratulations to everyone who took 
part and represented their form. Whether you took part in individual 
events or a team sport like netball, table tennis, badminton every 
point counted towards your forms total. There were many new 
school records broken so special congratulations go to those  
individuals. The winning forms were; 7 LP, 8PB, 9DD/RJ, 10RB. 
PE Dept. 

This is our new Priory School Sports Stars boards  
showing all our students sports achievements inside and 

outside of school. Should you be up there? 
Come and tell the PE department or email the school at 

admin@priory.herts.sch.uk 

Sports Talk 

Sports Day Yr 9  
Insight into  
Business Day 



On Wednesday 10th July 2013, Megan Reed and Faith Shephard (7MH), 
showcased their Science and Engineering project at the Big Bang Eastern 
2013.  The event took place at Duxford Imperial War Museum and our  
students were assigned their own stand where they displayed their  

project.  Nervous but excited, they answered all questions with confidence and the judges showed a real interest in the  
project work.  
We are very proud to announce that Megan and Faith were awarded the runners up prize of a medal and £25 each. 

On Tuesday 11th June the Year 7 Gifted and Talented students went on a 
trip to Cambridge to find out what going to university is like. When we 
arrived we walked to the river where we had a guided punt along the  
River Cam. Our tour guide was excellent and knew almost everything you 

could know about the colleges, bridges and various other things along the river. The university has won 75 Nobel prizes since its 
opening. Many famous people, such as Isaac Newton and A.A. Milne studied at Cambridge.  

Later we went to the Sydney Sussex College and had lunch with a first year student and a fourth year student which was great. We 
were able to ask them all about going to university at Cambridge, what it  was like to move away from home, what grades they had to 
achieve, why they chose to come there, how much work they had to do and what subjects were available to study. I think it was a  
brilliant day that all of us will greatly benefit from in the future if we choose to study at Cambridge, or indeed, any university.          

Sian Lawrence 7SM 

Charity 
Amount  
raised : 

 
Fashion show 

£266.96 
 

Yr11 Cry 
£65.27 

 

G.O.S.H. 
£27.11 

 

Yr8 N.S.P.C.C. 
£120.25 

 
Sport Relief 

£771.01 

Yr 11 Prom Night Yr 13 Prom Night 


