
Next week is Week 1 Please make sure your Newsletter goes home 11th October 2013

Dear Parents/Carers
We are 6 weeks into our new academic year and are now settled back into our routines.  I would just like to thank you for 
the support that you are giving the school.
The success of your child relies on developing a strong working relationship between the school, parents and students.  
Like all relationships there will be ‘ups and downs’ but the progress of your child will always remain at the centre of what 
we do.
I would like to encourage you as parents and carers to continue to ensure that your child comes to school prepared to learn;
• homework has been completed
• the right equipment has been packed
• your child is in school before 8.55am
• the school uniform is correctly worn
• your child attends school every day.
As a new Headteacher there are often conversations between stakeholders about possible changes to the school uniform.  
I will not be looking to make any changes to the school uniform this academic year.  However, I will be seeking stakeholders’ 
views on a number of issues towards the end of the Spring term.  My main focus this year is on developing teaching and 
raising student achievement.

Headteacher’s Commendations:
(When a Headteacher’s Commendation (HTC) is awarded a letter of congratulations is sent home and a badge of excellence, 
with a certifi cate, are presented in assembly to those students who, at whatever level, show exceptional achievement in an 
activity, in or outside of school.  We also announce their success in our weekly Priory News.)
Year 10
Alexander Goose for his exceptional achievement in taking part in the Herts & Beds Historic Churches Trust sponsored 
bike ride & so far has raised over £250.00.
Well done!
Geraint Edwards

remember to log your rewards

   On Friday 27th September 
we had a cake sale 

for Macmillan Cancer 
Support – The total 
raised was £ 214.62

Students studying AS Physics, led by Mr Pawar, have been selected to take part 
in the national ESA ESERO CanSat competition. Only 11 schools from the UK 
were successful in their application. 

A CanSat is a simulation of a real satellite, integrated within the volume and shape 
of a regular soft drink can. The mini satellite will be launched at high altitude 
and will be subjected to different science experiments during its descent.  The 
secondary mission involves designing a novel landing system for the CanSat to 
use during descent to a targeted landing site.  

If we win we will get the opportunity to compete against other European fi nalists in 
Norway.  We will be applying for grants and sponsorship as well as raising funds 
to cover the costs of both missions.   

To follow our progress, visit our blog: http://tpsphysicsavengers.wordpress.com/
about/

Proud PE teachers meets ex - 
students who are now working 

in the local primary schools
It was a pleasure to meet 5 ex-Priory 
School Students at the Year 2 Olympic 
Legacy Festival that was held in 
September. They are all currently 
Sports Apprentices who are allocated 
to work in one of the Hitchin primary 
schools to help the delivery of physical 
education. They have a one year post 
which also includes a day’s training 
each week. The department are so 
happy that students have enjoyed P.E 
and leadership in school so much that 
they now have a job doing the same 
thing. We look forward to seeing them 
again at other events. There are still 
places on this apprenticeship scheme 
so if you are over 16 and are interested 
please contact the school or call Ros 
Cramp on 07817756143.



On Wednesday 2nd October 2013, a selection of students from Year 8 and above were lucky 
enough to see a viewing of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time. With front row seats, 
the students could see all.
An interesting thing about this play was that it was performed by 10 people and the lighting was 
done by a single person; their only props were boxes; they mimed most things such as opening 
doors, taking coats off and sitting down. 
One of my favourite parts was when Christopher Boone (the main character) climbed up the wall 
using small hand and foot holds on, and also when he stood on descending steps, forming an 
escalator effect. 
Finally Christopher explained one of his A Level question about Right Angled triangles. 
Show how a triangle is right angled, by using Pythagoras’ theory (A2 + B2 = C2)                           
                                               
                                                     Your workings should look like this:

Dates for your Diary 2013
Monday 14th October

PSA AGM All Welcome 7pm
Yr 12 Emotional Wellbeing Survey

Tuesday 15th October
Yr 10&11 Learning 

Performance Wrokshops
Wednesday 16th October

Yr 9 PSHE Day
6th Form Harry Potter Visit

Saturday 19th October
PSA Race Night

Monday 21st October
Yr 11 Options Eve

Tuesday 22nd October
Caribbean Night

Thursday 24th October
Black History Month

HALF TERM
Mon 28th Oct - Fri 1st Nov

Return to School
Monday 4th November

PREMED COURSE – one day course for students considering a career in medicine
Saturday 30th November 2013 at Imperial College London 

Course covers medical school applications and interviews, medical curriculum, practical 
workshops, communication skills and life support practice.  Course cost £99+VAT including 

lunch and refreshments. To apply and for further information please visit www.prem,ed.org.uk 
SO, YOU WANT TO BE A DOCTOR?

Saturday, 30th November at the Medical Education Centre, Watford General Hospital
The full interactive day which will run from 9.00am – 5.00pm will provide an introduction 

into life as a medical student, junior doctor and medicine as a career. There will be 
presentations, discussions and a chance to try a number of clinical skills in simulation. You 

will also have a chance to talk to medical students, junior doctors and consultants.  Lunch will 
be provided and you will receive a Certifi cate of Attendance for your portfolio. There is a cost 

of £50. Application forms from Phyl Monk, on 01923 217817  phyl.monk@whht.nhs.uk 
CAPEL MANOR COLLEGE OPEN DAYS

Capel Manor is a specialist college offering training for land-based and environmental science careers.
Crystal Palace Park Centre:  Saturday 16 November 12.00 – 4.00

Enfi eld Centre:  Saturday 19th October 11.00 – 3.00
Gunnersbury Park Centre: Saturday 19th October 10.30 – 2.30

Capel Manor College at Newham College: Saturday 16th November 11.00 – 3.00
For further information ring 08456 122122 or email enquiries@capel.ac.uk

CAREERS
DEPARTMENT 
NEWS

Have you achieved anything recently in 
sport? Do you deserve to be one of our 
‘Sport Stars of the Week’. Email or come 

and tell the PE department about your 
achievements and you will get a mention 

in the newsletter and get a star on our 
Sports Star board

YES, IT’S BACK

Don’t miss out on the entertainment, 
competition & just downright fun that is 
our Fantasy Football League. – even better 
though, it’s completely free, yes that’s not a 
misprint it’s FREE!!
To join up: 
1) Goto http://www.schoolsfl .com/Home
2) Register as a student – you need an email 

address and set up a team
3) Join our league – search by pin 

3572215   (should fi nd The Priory School 
Premiership, Hitchin …. Others team will be 
visible…)

4) Watch out for the regular updates in the 
newsletter

I really enjoyed our visit to Legoland last Friday, as there was a lot to see and do. My Favourite ride 
was the Dragon Rollercoaster, as it was one of the only rollercoasters there. I really liked Mini Land 
as there were hundreds of models of real places that were built from Lego and most could move. 
We discovered later, during the workshop, that there are over 47,000,000 pieces of Lego used in the 
whole of Legoland. 
During our workshop session we used a program which taught us how to build a lion from Lego, 
and then showed us how to make the lion sit, lie down, snore, roar and dance. I really enjoyed the 
workshop as I didn’t realise that it would be so easy to animate Lego.
Natasha Antony 9BS
On Friday 4th October Yr 9 went to Legoland for the day. The trip was arranged by the ICT Department 
to show students how Command and Control was used in Legoland. We left school at 8.30 and arrived 
at the park at 10.30 where we were able to have a look around the park. We went to the Imagination 
Centre situated in Mini Land to have an insight into how the Legoland robots worked. 
Students followed step by step instructions on how to make a small lion that at the push of a button 
would sit up, roar, sit back down and snore. The Yr 9s thorougly enjoyed the workshop. 
Tanisha Santiago 9RC
Jake and I rode the Viking ride, and saw the 
Star Wars mini tour. We got lost but dicovered 
awesome rides along the way. 
We visited Mini Land, a huge micro city made 
of Lego bricks. There was everything from the 
London Eye to Kennedy Space Centre and the 
huge port in Paris to the London Underground. 
Mini Land used over 1 billion bricks and uses 
16 computers to run it all. 
We really enjoyed our day and thank Mr 
Rutherford for organising the trip!
Nathaniel Hammacott 9RO

POSTPONED

Written by Agnès Lebon and Daisy Doyle.

‘C²’ If the area of this 
square equals the 

sum of square ‘A’ and 

‘B’, then the triangle 
has a right angle. 

‘B²’ 

‘A²’ 


