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Priory  News Priory  News 
Friday 2nd December 2016  Next week is Week 1 

DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 2016 

Tuesday 6th December 

Christmas Concert—7pm 

School Hall (ticket only) 

Wednesday 7th December 

Year 12—Study Skills 

Workshop @ TPS  

Friday 9th December  

   Year 12—Study Skills 

Workshop @HGS 

REMINDER 
We would appreciate it if 
parents do not drive up to 
the front of the school or 
use the top car park when 

dropping or picking up 
their child as part of 

improving our site road 
safety.  

Please can you use the 
lower car park only to 

drop off or pick up your 
child.  Thank you. 

A POLITE REMINDER REGARDING TEACHER MEETINGS 

Communication between the school and home is a crucial part of a 
successful  school career for all of our students. You are welcome to contact us via 
email, phone or by visiting the school. All of the details for each of these modes of 
communication are on the school website. Whilst we do our very best to address 
concerns you may have as soon as we are able, please remember a secondary school 
with over one thousand students is a busy place and it may take us a little time to 
get back to you. As you would expect, we try to address emergency situations 
immediately and respond in some way to all contact within 24 hours. Please, 
therefore, remember that if you contact school with a non-urgent query without an 
appointment, you will likely be asked to make one or await a return call. You 
shouldn’t expect to be able to see or talk to a member of staff immediately.  
Thank you for your understanding.  

STUDENTS ON BEHAVIOUR REPORT 

Part of our Behaviour Management strategies in school include the use of a report 
card system. This allows us to monitor behaviour and work across the day and 
through the week. In the past we have used different ‘traffic light’ colours within this 
system. From this week, these cards have been replaced by purple Behaviour Logs. 
They work in a similar way to the existing system but there are some changes which I 
would like to make you aware of. These cards run for a fortnight and teachers will 
score students for their effort and work during the lesson. Students whose 
behaviour improves are then removed from the system. Students whose behaviour 
continues to be of concern may only remain on the Behaviour Log system for 3 
cycles before more serious measures are taken. As parents, we ask that you support 
the school in helping your child to succeed whilst on these monitoring logs. Should 
your child be placed on a behaviour log, please sign the card in the appropriate 
places. Thank you in advance. 

Mr L. Foster, Assistant Headteacher 

SCHOOL COATS 

As the days 
become colder 
students are 
now starting to 
wear a coat to 
school.  Please can I take 
this opportunity to remind 
you that sports jackets, 
hoodies and gillets are not 
allowed.  Any student 
wearing one will have it 
removed until 3.30pm and a 
C1 issued. 

 

HEADTEACHER COMMENDATIONS 

Congratulations to all the students 

who received a Headteacher  

Commendation. 
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Teaching and Learning... 

THE YEAR SEVEN’S UGLY ANIMALS DAY 

WINNER—THE BLACK RAIN FROG 

On the 20th of October, Year Seven had a visit from Simon Watt 
who is part of The Ugly Animal Preservation Society. He explained 
about how the majority of creatures are weird and ugly but that 
doesn’t stop them from being just as important to the world. 
“We can’t all be Pandas!” The message that he put across was 
very powerful. It was that just because they’re not cuddly they’re 
still super awesome!  

After some fun models and moving information it inspired us all 
for the challenge ahead. We had to create a power point on our 
own chosen Ugly Animal - whoever produced the best power 
point and idea would win, and their ugly animal would become 
the Year Seven mascot. The first heats would be against our 
forms, then the finalists would meet in the hall and the whole of 

year seven would vote on whose Ugly Animal was the best. 

I was in a group of three with Freddie Finch and Nina Stephens. We chose the Black Rain frog. I thought it was a 
good idea because there was lots of information and plenty of ugly (not to mention our hilarious video J)!!  

After the power points were all finished it was time to present them to our forms. After each presentation was 
shown we all voted…..and the Black Rain frog won! 

So then our group went into the hall and repeated the process. The rest of year seven then got to vote and the 
Black Rain frog won overall!  

To conclude I think that everyone enjoyed and benefitted from Ugly Animal day and we will all care for not only 
the cute animals but also the ugly.                                                                                                                                            
By Jessica Astill 7CA 

RUNNERS UP  

 

 

 

 

                           Vinegaroon (7HF)                        Larma (7SH)                                Aye Aye (7CV) 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Warthog (7LB)                      Cuttlefish (7RO)                           Naked Mole Rat (7AD) 
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STEM NEWS 

MEETING TIM PEAKE 

On Saturday 5th November, Daisy Doyle and Megan Reed were invited to York University, by the UK Space 

Agency to do a presentation on their winning Big Bang Project.  

The girls have spent the past two years teaching themselves how to code, and create a reaction time game on a 

Raspberry Pi.  Their goal was to investigate whether playing a memory and reaction time game could improve 

someone’s reaction time in real life. Specifically, could it help Astronauts increase their response time before 

going on a Space Walk?  

Well, the UK’s own astronaut Tim Peake thought that this was a great idea! He met the girls at the conference 

and asked them all about it!  

        

Daisy and Megan did a fantastic presentation in one of the lecture halls and had many students and teachers 

coming up to ask them questions afterwards.  

Well done girls, you did a great job! 

If any of you have an interest in the Space Industry and are thinking about a career in Space one day, then see 

Miss Greig with any questions.                                                                                                                            Miss G. Greig 

Teaching and Learning... 

PETER THE PEDDLER…A VISITOR FROM THE MIDDLE AGES!  

Doctor Who is not the only time traveller in business these days as the whole of Year 7 encountered a visitor 

from the medieval period as Peter the Peddler visited The Priory School to show the students aspects of life for 

our forebears. There were a large amount of artefacts to handle and investigate from broad swords to children’s 

toys to a small 700 year old knife that was dug up in a field in Norfolk!                                                       Mr N. Wright 

 

‘Shredding’ the 

lute 

Preparing for battle 
Spinning Wool 
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YEAR 9 BATTLEFIELDS TRIP – YPRES AND 

THE SOMME 

Year 9 students visited France and Belgium on the 

Battlefields trip the Friday and Saturday before half 

term. On this trip, we visited cemeteries, museums and 

even attended the Last Post at the Menin Gate, 

Belgium. It was an informative and enjoyable 

experience, if a little sobering. 

On the Friday, we left the carpark at an absurd hour 

(for teenagers, at least!) and travelled to a little 

cemetery, where we were given crosses to lay. Lots of 

us tried read as many headstones as possible in the 

cemeteries as a sign of respect. After this, we travelled 

to the Menin Gate where we struggled to comprehend 

the amount of soldiers who gave up their lives with no 

known grave. This was reinforced when we visited the 

first of the museums: ‘In Flanders Field.’ This was one 

of my personal highlights, because I learnt so much by 

wandering around and reading about what life was like 

for soldiers. It made it seem real, 

not some horror story our parents 

tell us. Then we visited a large Allied 

cemetery, before looking around a 

German one. Finally, we attended 

the Last Post, which, though 

sombre, got us remembering and 

reflecting on the sacrifice that let us 

live in a free Europe.  

On the Saturday we travelled to the Somme. We 

learned about The Battle of the Somme, which was 

horrific – about 19,000 people died on the first day of 

the assault. We also got a tour of the trenches, which 

again, made it seem much more real. We visited some 

museums, which was interesting, before finally arriving 

at the Thiepval Memorial. There we held our own Last 

Post and held a minutes silence.  All in all, it was a 

brilliant trip.                                    By Phoebe Deller, 9GG 

Teaching and Learning... 

YEAR 7 GET CRAFTY WITH CASTLES! 

Year 7 are continuing their investigations into the Medieval period— some of the students have been exercising 

their creative skills as well as their excellent historical knowledge. The homework task was to design a well-

fortified building that would resist the attentions of an attacking force; some of 7SH went above and beyond this 

brief by turning their plan into an actual building. As you can see from the pictures above they are jolly proud of 

their creations!                                                                                                                                                 By Mr N. Wright                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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The TPS Library Great Book Give away went with a bang on Tuesday 9th November as crowds of KS3 

students helped themselves to a free book, the cupboard was bare in 30 minutes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 students spent an entertaining and inspirational session with award winning author Ali Sparkes who took 

the students back in time to her childhood and showed them how it is possible for a very ordinary young girl to 

become a writer.  

On Thursday students took part in a lunchtime literary themed Dingbats competition run by Ms Farman, the 

winners were the All for Nathan team – including Nathan Parsons and Oscar Jackson. 

Mrs K. Stovin and Mrs S. Plum 

Library News 

Spelling and Times Tables Bees 2016! 

Our second annual Spelling and Times Tables Bees are open for 
students to sign up. These events take place next week at lunchtimes 
in the hall. There are competitions for Key Stage 3 and Key Stages 4 
and 5. Trophies, chocolates and glory are at stake for the winners.  

All you need to do is spell as many words as you can correctly, or complete as many 
times tables as you can, in one minute. The highest scorers from each category will 
be in the grand final on Friday 9th December. Please sign up outside A3 and A4 ASAP 
if you’re interested. 

Mr L. Foster 
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Sports, Clubs, Activities and Results.... 

 DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONS 

On Thursday the 10th of November, the District Cross Country Champions took place, at 

Stevenage Fairlands Valley. I took part in the Year 7’s girls race.  

My race started  after the boys, everything was quite tense and as soon as the gun sounded 

there was a lot of barging and pushing, luckily I got to the front before the  race started. We 

had to run a mile around the park, the finishing was when we came out of the woods. 

It was exhausting but I was really pleased as I finished 1st. It was a tough course with lots of hills and a lot of 

mud! I will now be prepared for the next cross country races.  I’m really pleased with my performance as this 

was my first official secondary school race and hopefully I’ll show the same performance in my next  race. 

By Jessica Astill 7CA 

BADMINTON CLUB—THURSDAY AFTER SCHOOL 

There will be a new badminton coach starting on Thursday 8th December. Our new coach, 

Anna Collis, is an ex England badminton player.  

 

Sports Hall  3:30pm-4:30pm 

 

All year groups welcome 
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RATS AND CITIZENS WANTED  
St Faith’s Church at Walsworth Crossroads are putting on a production of “The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin” during 
February Half-Term. 
 
If you are interested in being in the Show as a member of the chorus we would love 
to hear from you. All ages welcome. 
 

Rehearsals are every Friday 7:00 - 9:00pm and Sunday 2:00 – 5:00pm starting on Sunday January 8th.   
For more Information please contact Dr Kisby or the show’s director 
Penny Mitchell Tel: 01462 624369. 
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