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Dates for your 

Diary 2017 

Monday 13th March 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
performance final dress 

rehearsal 

Tuesday 14th, 
Wednesday 15th and 
Thursday 16th March 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
performances 7pm in the 

Main School Hall 

Tuesday 14th March 

Year 12 & 13 Biology in 
Action Conference, 

London 

Thursday 16th March 

Year 10 Parent Forum 
Survey starts 

Wednesday 22nd 
March 

Comic Relief 2017 The Big 
Match at Hitchin Town  

Year 7 Parent Forum 
Survey starts 

Football Club 5pm 

Thursday 23rd March 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
4.30pm—7.30pm  

Friday 24th March 

Red Nose Day 
Purple Day for Epilepsy 

Priory  News Priory  News 
Friday 10th March 2017 Next week is Week 2 

A MESSAGE FROM MR EDWARDS 

Ofsted  

Last week we had a Section 8 Ofsted Inspection (1 day) which went very well and we 

are awaiting the final letter to come back to the school in the next 5 days.  Once we 

have the official outcome letter I will write to all parents/carers in more detail.  I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank all those parents who took time to 

respond to the Ofsted questionnaire.  The Ofsted inspectors commented on how 

positive the parental and student responses had been.  

The Priory School Governing Board  

There have been some changes to the composition of The Priory School Governing 

Board.  John Morley has stepped down as Chair of Governors but remains a 

Governor.  I would like to publically thank John for all his hard work, support and 

patience with me!   

Richard Hewgill, who was Vice Chair of Governors, has been elected Chair of 

Governors.  We also have two new Governors who have joined the Governing Board; 

Abbie Carpenter (co-opted) and Simon Doyle (parent Governor).  For the first time in 

a number of years the parent Governor position went to an election and there were 

over 170 votes cast which was very pleasing to see.  Information about all our 

Governors can be found on the school website. 

YOUTH SPEAKS COMPETITION 

The Youth Speaks District Semi-Final took place 
at the end of February.  The team were up 
against 8 strong teams from schools including  
Hitchin Boys’ School, Dame Alice Owen, John 
Henry Newman and Sir John Lawes. Once again, 
the boys did The Priory School very proud and 
delivered their presentation with confidence and 
passion. We ended up coming third (Dame Alice 
Owen took 2nd place and, despite beating them 
in the first round, HBS came first).   

George Looker, Ethan Macrae and Euan Gilfillan 
attended the District Final at Etonbury Academy 
on Wednesday 8th March. Once again, they did us proud but unfortunately, we 
didn’t go through to the Regional Final this weekend (HBS came first and Dame Alice 
Owen came second). However, throughout the whole competition the boys have 
worked exceptionally hard and we would like to congratulate them on their 
achievement. I understand they are looking forward to trying again next year!                        
                                                                    Miss A Anderson-Bonner, English Department 

CLEANER WANTED: Monday to Friday 3.30pm to 6pm—Term time plus inset days.  

For more information contact Nicola Blake on  01462 622300  Ext. 202 



2 

 

SIR IAN MCKELLAN VISIT 
 
On Tuesday 7th March we were lucky enough to welcome the amazing Sir Ian McKellan to school! As a Stonewall 
Champion school, he visited us to talk to students about LGBT related issues and the importance of having an 
inclusive community. Sir Ian arrived at school with a Stonewall representative and met our senior team, including 
Mr Edwards. He then presented for just over an hour to 280 students from a range of year groups. He spoke 
passionately and honestly about his early life as a gay man living in London and drew on his own experiences to 
highlight the importance of diversity, tolerance and inclusivity – things that, as a school, we pride ourselves on. He 
very kindly agreed to sign lots of things for both staff and students, and had many selfies taken! He then met and 
had lunch with the diversity committee and LGBT group that was established last year by a group of our 6th Form 
students. The students were in awe and listened intently as he told tales of his experiences as a gay man and the 
passion he has for Stonewall.                                                                                                                                Mrs K, Southall 
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Teaching and Learning continued... 

 

YEAR 10 STUDENTS CONTINUE TO HELP RESIDENTS WITH THEIR ONLINE ISSUES 

Last year a number of students from Year 10 helped residents from Harrison Court in Hitchin overcome their fear of 
the Internet. The programme was so successful that the residents invited the students to come and visit them to 
see how they were getting on. The trip was very enjoyable with both the students and the residents learning new 
things! The residents have requested that this becomes an annual event, so each year we will be sending a group of 
Year 9 students to Harrison Court to help them learn more about the Internet. 

 

 
 
 
 

SUDHA KHETERPAL AND SHAKE YOUR POWER WOW STUDENTS WITH LIFE CHANGING MUSIC 
 

Last half term Sudha Kheterpal visited the school to talk to Year 9 students about her 
musical invention the ‘Spark’. The ‘Spark’ is a musical shaker that stores energy when it is 
being played and how it has been changing lives in countries without electricity. After the 
talk, 20 students were able to put together ‘Sparks’ in a workshop. If you are interested 
in learning more about the Spark please visit www.shakeyourpower.com  

SUCCESS FOR PRIORY BUSINESS STUDENTS IN THE IFS PORTFOLIO CHALLENGE 

Ten teams of Business students from The Priory School have reached the semi finals of The Portfolio Challenge. The 

students had to spend a virtual £100,000 on shares from the FTSE 100 and then watch their portfolio grow. They 

were in the top 500 teams who made the most amount of profit from their shares, beating over 6,000 teams 

nationally.  Congratulations to Like a Boss (Year 13) Bear Hug (Year 12) Bankrupt, Capacity, StudentInvestor01, 

Thatboiwhoshares (Year 11),  I Can’t Bear This, Canary Coins, Victorious Shares and Teamwork (Year 10).  The semi-

finals require them to estimate the price of different shares over the next four weeks. We wish them lots of luck.   

Mrs Evans  (Head of Business Studies)   

Spark 

Digital Inclusion follow up visit 

http://www.shakeyourpower.com
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Teaching and Learning continued... 

LITERACY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM PAGE  
 
One of the main things that parents want to know is how to help their children with regards to improving their 
literacy levels; being literate allows all students to access the majority of the entire curriculum.  This list is by no 
means comprehensive but is a good starting point: 
 
 Read with your child every day.  If you can’t, then make sure that they are reading independently or with 

another family member.  Current research shows that children who a read a lot do far better in all GCSES 
than those who don’t. 

 Encourage reading a wide range of materials – such as magazines, biography, autobiography, newspapers 
(they are now free online) and so on.  The broader, the better. 

 Question your child about what they have read – can they pick out the main points or ideas in a text?  Is 
there any bias?  Is there any implied meaning?  Get them to support everything they say by finding evidence 
from the text to support their views. 

 When your child brings home their exercise books, get them to tell you about specific pieces of text and how 
they could improve their responses to it. 

 Encourage talking about lots of different things.  Developing your child’s verbal skills and getting them to say 
things in sophisticated ways or in a different style promotes oral literacy, another vital tool for learning. 
 

SPELLING 
 
With the new GCSEs, students are now marked on spellings in virtually all subjects.  It is highly effective to learn 
spelling strategies rather than whopping great lists that are learned in context.  Get started with the ones below! 
 
 The "i before e except after c" rule:  believe – receive. 

As a basic rule this is great, but what about ancient, leisure, neighbour? 
 

 We have a longer version of the rule: 
" i before e except after a long c but not when c is a "sh" sound and not when sounded like 'a' as in neighbour 
or weigh." 
 

 ( i before e rule) believe, achieve, (except after c), receive, ceiling (but not when c is sounded like sh) ancient, 
proficient. 
 

 Also, not when sounded like 'a', such as eight, beige. 
There are exceptions so watch out for them. 

 
Changing "y" to "ies" 
 
You might not know the spelling rule but you might know the spelling pattern - most people do. 
When the word ends in a vowel + y just add ‘s’: 
key → keys 
delay → delays 
trolley → trolleys 
(because we can't have three vowels in a row). 
 
If the word has a consonant before the ‘y’, take off the ‘y’ and add ‘ies’: 
baby → babies 
company → companies 
difficulty → difficulties 
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Teaching and Learning  

RAISING ASPIRATION UPDATE 
 
How are we helping your child get ready to face the world of work? The following events have been going on this 
year and many more are on the way! 
 
PAST EVENTS 
 
 Develop Communication Workshop with Year 10 
 Skills Show Visit 
 Youth Connexion Meeting for Year 10 & 11 
 Year 9 Options Events – assemblies, options evening, parents’ evening  
 Career lessons – Year 7, 8 and 9  
 Digital Champions visit Harrison Court for a follow up visit  
 Workshop and talk from Sudha Kheterpal who has developed a musical shaker that can be used as a battery  
 International Magician  
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 
 Civil Service Workability Programme with Year 10 Media students 
 Meeting with The Navy about potential events at The Priory School 
 Health and Social Care Expo trip 
 Awards Ceremony for Step into STEM graduates 
 National Careers Week – a week of assemblies and form-time focusing on careers education 
 Apprenticeship Show trip for selected Sixth Form students 
 Open Doors Construction Site visit for selected Year 10 students 
 UK Music Visit  

 
Part of Careers education is to allow students to have access to different 
local employers. We are keen to invite as many different employers to The 
Priory School to talk to students about their field of work.  We are 
organising a Careers Fair later in the year for Year 10.  We are keen for local 
companies to attend as well as larger more well known companies.  Please 

contact me if you are interested - sally.emler@priory.herts.sch.uk  
 
 
UPCOMING CAREERS TALKS 
 
 Ultm8 Warrior – Starting your own Sports Business -  Wednesday 22nd March  
 Photographer 
 Pilot  
 Journalist 
 Musician  

 
TALKS YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED! 
 
 NHS  
 Vet 
 Sports physiotherapy  
 Beauty 
 Actor 
 
Students - if you have attended any of these talks please could you check your emails as there is a questionnaire I 
would like you to complete.                                                                                                                                   Mrs S. Emler                                             

mailto:sally.emler@priory.herts.sch.uk
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Could your logo 

go here? 

Are you interested 

in having a stand 

at our careers fair?  

Part of Careers education is to allow students to have access to different local employers. We are keen to invite as 
many different employers to The Priory School to talk to students about their field of work.  We are organising a 
Careers Fair later in the year for Year 10.  We are keen for local companies to attend as well as larger more well 
known companies.  Please contact me if you are interested - sally.emler@priory.herts.sch.uk  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Brilliant+club&view=detailv2&&id=89F05F1F3EDE66D78EF57527661517961782C4E6&selectedIndex=0&ccid=azBf8pQq&simid=608028475181828865&thid=OIP.M6b305ff2942a442181bb94960eb529c8o0
http://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=university+of+hertfordshire&view=detailv2&&id=3791FAB44A94FD0F546AD9269D5D57D0AE05C15B&selectedIndex=8&ccid=6cTxgNhK&simid=608038349298664284&thid=OIP.Me9c4f180d84aa27c599c987c2503a0e9o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Cambridge+University+Logo&view=detailv2&&id=7114F280B32373BC2815481743AAE8D44773C2B1&selectedIndex=0&ccid=EKNnPTof&simid=607997937945349053&thid=OIP.M10a3673d3a1f5e7de01df767b31e6666H0
http://lvps109-104-92-141.vps.webfusion.co.uk/wordpress/
https://www.youthconnexions-hertfordshire.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Royal+society+of+public+health+&view=detailv2&&id=BF33D7E76C4C3BC4E7B9A65CE7F0D9B6F60DA8E9&selectedIndex=0&ccid=PU30fuoj&simid=608039788116182297&thid=OIP.M3d4df47eea23e487d94d1eb7126441e3o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lister+hospital,+stevenage+logo&view=detailv2&&id=B68F7E9D24A1C4C5C5AACF69E9EE851F3C40B26F&selectedIndex=49&ccid=Y%2bvwHjwi&simid=608037563327710097&thid=OIP.M63ebf01e3c2297cb25e1c68c4b678ca0o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=university+of+bedfordshire&view=detailv2&&id=8D918F7898E7C4DA51420BEF99F31A7A5F7B1A61&selectedIndex=9&ccid=nz42hc9D&simid=608031357160653943&thid=OIP.M9f3e3685cf433f964f7ba2f62452c82cH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=base+52&view=detailv2&&id=FC9D751E3517E0AE212FCC3FF66F4BBBE11D2493&selectedIndex=2&ccid=UoBiKfoS&simid=607988789742799543&thid=OIP.M52806229fa127cccb75badde736e842eo0
mailto:sally.emler@priory.herts.sch.uk
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Library News 

#Shelf help 
BULLIES, CYBERBULLIES AND FRENEMIES BY 

MICHELE ELLIOTT 

This book by the founder of Kidscape, (a helpline for 

parents of bullied children)  gives a clear explanation of 

different kinds of bullying, not just physical bullying but 

more subtle forms such as silent, emotional and 

“frenemy” (a combination of friend and enemy). There 

are excellent suggestions of strategies for coping with 

bullying and also sections on self-assertiveness and 

relaxation. It is easy to read with personal stories from 

many young people and 

responses to their issues.  

Mrs Stovin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLING ALL YEAR 7 AND YEAR 8 PARENTS! 

Last week all students in school were given a £1 book voucher as part of World Book 

Day. 

Why not take this opportunity to browse our Scholastic World Book Day Online Book Club - which you received 

information about via Parentmail, and see if there are any titles that interest you and your family? 

Not only are the prices greatly reduced and the school gets 20% of each order placed (to build up a fund to buy 

free books for the Library), but you can use your £1WBD voucher to reduce the cost even further! 

We have already started to receive notification of some orders, but it would be really great to get some more! 

It’s really easy, just go to the Library page on the  School website  and click on the link. (Click on Department 

Tab>Library) 

Mrs Stovin and Mrs Plum 

MUSIC NEWS 

Good luck to all those who are taking graded music exams over the coming weeks – we look forward to reporting 
on your success! Well done to those who have passed recently. 

Zoe Stillwell – Achieving Grade 3 Distinction on Drums having only learnt for a year 

You will all know by now that we are staging our bi-annual Musical next week. This year’s production is ‘Jesus 
Christ Superstar’ and tickets are selling fast. Letters have been sent on Parentmail to obtain tickets so if you would 
like one, please complete the reply slip and return it asap to avoid disappointment! 

We look forward to seeing you. 

The Music and Drama Department 
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Sports, Clubs, Activities and Results.... 

Congratulations to all TPS swimmers who took part in the Annual District Gala at Hitchin Swimming Pool. Well done 
to the following students that received medals on the evening: 

 

Bronze Junior Boys Back Crawl – Dylan Cole 

Bronze Senior Boys Freestyle – Jack Brown  

Silver Senior Girls Breaststroke – Ellie Nellis  

Silver Senior Girls Freestyle – Isabelle Pearcy  

Bronze Senior Girls  Overall in the District Gala  

LAW CHANGE FOR USING YOUR MOBILE PHONE WHILE DRIVING 
 

It is illegal to use a hand-held phone or similar device while driving, or riding a motorcycle - 
this is still the case stopped at traffic lights or queuing in traffic.  

Did you know? It is also illegal to use a hand-held mobile when supervising a learner driver 
or rider. 

New penalties now mean that motorists and motorcyclists caught using a phone while driv-
ing and riding will receive six penalty points on their licence and a £200 fine. This means that 
new drivers, within two years of passing their test, run the risk of losing their licence for a 
single offence. 

Keep safe – put your phone away in the glove compartment. 

Hertfordshire Road Safety Partnership 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/putitaway
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FREE: NHS text 

messaging service 

Support & Guidance 

Chat Health is the school 

nurse text messaging service 

for all secondary school aged 

pupils (11-19). It is a 

confidential service and 

available Monday to Friday 

from 9am to 5pm. Young 

people can message for 

advice on all kinds of health 

issues such as sexual health, 

emotional health and 

wellbeing, bullying, healthy 

eating and any general health 

concerns. We aim to respond 

to you within 24 hours, and 

often is is much quicker! 

If you don’t want to talk to a 

teacher, your friends, a 

parent/carer then this 

could be the service for you! 

 

If you want any health 

related advice, support or 

simply just to ask a 

question, then make use of 

this great NHS service—

CHAT HEALTH! 

Check it out for lots of advice and support on staying physically, emotionally 

and mentally well! 
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Support & Guidance 
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Local Events.... 


