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One of the first parts of the A Level Business course involves looking at entrepreneurs and reasons for their success.  In preparation for this, you must complete the tasks below:  

1. What is a good definition of an entrepreneur?
(4 marks)

2. Carry out some research to find 3 examples of entrepreneurs and write a paragraph each (at least) about what it is that makes them so successful.
(6 marks)

3. Having completed the tasks above, write a detailed explanation answering the following question “Do you think you have the skills it takes to be a successful entrepreneur and why?” 
(10 marks)

4. Read the article overleaf and answer the question that follows
(20 marks)


Entrepreneurship Cannot Be Taught
By Anita Roddick

“I often get asked to talk about entrepreneurship – even by hallowed institutions like Harvard and Stanford – but I’m not all convinced it is a subject you can teach,” says Roddick. “How do you teach obsession, because more often than not it’s obsessions that drives an entrepreneur’s vision?

Before Roddick began to put in place her vision for The Body Shop, she admittedly knew little about business and had never read a book on economic theory in her life. While many saw this as the key factor that would lead to her downfall, Roddick saw this as her greatest advantage. 

“If I had learned more about business ahead of time, I would have been shaped into believing that it was only about finances and quality management,” says Roddick. 

“In the business school model, entrepreneurs are most at home with a balance sheet, a cashflow forecast and a business plan,” says Roddick. “They dream of profit forecasts and the day they can take the company public. You certainly must be able to wield these weapons. But these are just part of the toolbox of re-imagining the world. They are not the basic defining characteristic of entrepreneurship.” Rather, Roddick suggests that entrepreneurs are fearless leaders who cling to their own vision of the world with a passion most others do not understand. “Potential entrepreneurs are outsiders,” she says. “They are people who imagine things as they might be, not as they are, and have the drive to change the world around them. Those are skills that business schools do not teach.”

While Roddick acknowledges that the likes of Harvard are sure to teach applicable business skills, she believes that they “will not teach you the most crucial thing of all: how to be an entrepreneur. 

Question -  Do you agree with Anita Roddick's comments? Can entrepreneurship be taught?  (This should be in the form of a 500 word essay)
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