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There are two aspects of the course you will need to prepare for. Please complete both tasks and hand to your Head of Department at the start of the course in September.

Music Theory
All students if they have not already reached grade 5 Theory should be working to improve their theory skills, using ‘Theory Time’ exercises available from Ms Hetherington, on the Induction Day, or from Mr Chambers. You can also order your own on-line easily. This will cover most of the theory you will need for the beginning of the Autumn term.  Your Head of Music can help you through it if there are any problems, but this is really important if you want to grasp some of the key theoretical concepts dealt with straight away. We will be checking you have done this in September. 

Studying Set Works and Extended Writing: 500 words
You will study a number of set works and it is essential that you know some wider listening pieces around them. The table below includes some of the Areas of Study for the course. Each topic has a set of wider listening ideas.
Choose one of the wider listening works attached to a topic of your choice and research the background of its composer along with the following musical features. You will need to find a recording of the piece and listen to it several times. If you are able to find/download a score of the music, that will help.
· Style/genre
· Forces (instrumentation)
· Structure
· Texture 
· Any other interesting features
Table of wider listening
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Vocal Music

Instrumental
Music

Handel, Messiah: Surely he hath borne, And with his stripes,
Hallelujah, Worthy is the Lamb and Amen

Schubert, Selection of Lieder: Erlkonig, An die Musik, Die Forelle, and
Der Leiermann (Winterreise, No. 24)

Fanny Mendelssohn, Thr Tone schwingt euch frohlich
(Lied zum Geburtstag des Vaters)

Ethel Smyth, Mass in D: Gloria Verdi, Rigoletto: Act III, Nos. 11
and 12

Wagner, Die Walkiire: Siegmund and Sieglinde (Wie dir die Stimn to
Walsungen-Blut! and orchestral postiude)

Verdi, Rigoletto: Act III, Nos. 11 and 12
Haydn, Symphony No. & in D: movements 1 and 4
Beethoven, String Quartet in C, Op. 59 No. 3: movements 3 and 4

Cécile Chaminade, Concertino for flute and orchestra:
op. 107

Liszt, Les Préludes
Chopin, Ballade No.4 in F minor, Op. 52
Amy Beach, Gaelic Symphony, Op.32: movement 1

Music for Film

Max Steiner, King Kong
Ennio Morricone, Once upon a time in the West
John Williams, Schindler’s List

Debbie Wiseman, Wilde

Hans Zimmer and Lisa Gerrard, Gladiator
Toru Takemitsu, Black Rain

Popular Music
and Jazz

Charles Mingus, Blues and Roots
Carole King, Tapestry
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Liszt, Les Préludes
Chopin, Ballade No.4 in F minor, Op. 52
Amy Beach, Gaelic Symphony, Op.32: movement 1

Music for Film

Max Steiner, King Kong
Ennio Morricone, Once upon a time in the West
John Williams, Schindler’s List

Debbie Wiseman, Wilde

Hans Zimmer and Lisa Gerrard, Gladiator
Toru Takemitsu, Black Rain

Popular Music
and Jazz

Charles Mingus, Blues and Roots
Carole King, Tapestry

Jay Z, Blueprint 3

Bjork, Vulnicura

Michael Jackson, Thriller

Bix Beiderbecke, Jazz Me Blues

Afro Celt Sound System, Volume 2: Release: Eireann and Riding the
waves

Villa Lobos, Bachianas Brasileiras No. 2 and No. 5
R. Rahman, Jai ho (You are my destiny)

Gloria Estefan, Mi Tierra

Robert Glasper Experiment, Black Radio: Afro Blue
Sara Tavares, Xinti
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