Year 11 into 12 bridging project for Philosophy and Ethics

The Philosophy and Ethics A Level is very different to the GCSE. You will be expected to engage with texts, both written by Philosophers and the Bible. You will be expected to form your opinions and develop your knowledge of Philosophical, Ethical and Religious arguments. In order to prepare you for the A Level, you need to complete the tasks below. It is essential that you allow plenty of time to complete the work, because one task involves a visit!

Philosophy

Philosophy is a difficult subject to define – in fact the question ‘What is Philosophy?’ is a philosophical question in itself! But essentially it is the history and study of ‘Big Ideas’, and tries to answer the ultimate question ‘what is the basis of our knowledge and understanding of the world around us?’

Questions such as ‘is religious belief compatible with science?’ and ‘can the concept of ‘God’ be proven or disproven through rational argument?’ will all be explored. Previous experience of studying Philosophy is not essential for A Level success – what is needed is an open mind, a willingness to engage with new and often unusual ideas, and not being afraid to make and learn from a few mistakes along the way!

Your bridging project for Philosophy is in two parts: 

Part 1 Read the article by Simon Blackburn and answer the following questions:

1. What does Mr Blackburn think Philosophy should study?
2. Describe the three reasons he gives for studying Philosophy.
3. Which of the three reasons do you believe is strongest and why?
Part 2 is to answer the following questions:

· What does ‘Philosophy’ mean to you?

· Are you a Theist, an Atheist or an Agnostic? Can you explain where your religious faith, or absence of such faith, comes from?

· Can you think of an example of something you believe is real even though you have never seen or otherwise experienced it yourself?

Ethics

Your experience of ethics up until this point is likely to relate to religious perspectives about right and wrong. Throughout your A Level studies you will be expected to develop this knowledge further by exploring a range of ethical theories and will apply them to a range of difficult decisions. As your bridging project you will be practicing this. You need to select an ethical dilemma from the news, you might want to look at a euthanasia case, should weapons of mass destruction be used, do we have a duty to protect the environment, should fox hunting be reinstated etc – you decide what dilemma interests you. The information below is a very basic outline of a number of different ethical theories. You need to apply these principles to the dilemma you have chosen and decide how you think the theorists would say you should act. You then need to decide what you think would be ethically right in the situation. You should make certain that you outline the dilemma clearly and then use paragraphs to explain how the theory would suggest you should potentially act.

Natural Law – Aquinas = There are 5 key rules to follow when making a decision:

1. Worship God

2. Live in an ordered society

3. Preserve life

4. Educate

5. Procreate

These rules must all be considered when making decisions about what is right and wrong – it is important to follow the rules rather than worry about the consequences. 

Situation Ethics – Fletcher = You should do the most loving thing in any situation. You have to think about the consequences and whether your action will be the most loving. 

Virtue Ethics – Aristotle = You have to develop your character by practicing virtues such as courage, justice and temperance. This will enable you to then act in a virtuous way when you make decisions. 

Christian Theology

You must visit a Christian place of worship of your choice and note down your thoughts and observations about the following things:

1. Identify three objects in the place of worship and describe what you think they might be used for.

2. Identify three symbols you can see in the place of worship and speculate as to the meaning of the symbols.

3. How does the place of worship make you feel? Why?

4. If you had to design your own place of worship, what would you include? Draw (or find images e.g. a collage) and label a sketch/image explaining your ideas.

