Hitchin Boys’ School Year 12 Course Information and Bridging Unit 2017

AQA English Literature A Level: Love Through The Ages

Course Outline:

Paper 1: Love through the ages

	Content:

Study of three texts: one poetry and one prose text, of which one must be written pre-1900, and one Shakespeare play. Examination will include two unseen poems.

	Assessed: written exam: 3 hours/open book in Section C only/75 marks/40% of A-level

	Questions:
Section A: Shakespeare: one passage-based question with linked essay (25 marks)

Section B: Unseen poetry: compulsory essay question on two unseen poems (25 marks)

Section C: Comparing texts: one essay question linking two texts (25 marks)


Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts

	Content:

Choice of two options:

Option 2A: WW1 and its aftermath

Option 2B: Modern times: literature from 1945 to the present day

Study of three texts: one prose, one poetry, and one drama, of which one must be written post-2000

Examination will include an unseen extract

	Assessed: written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes/open book/75 marks40% of A-level

	Questions:

Section A: Set texts. One essay question on set text (25 marks)

Section B: Contextual linking

one compulsory question on an unseen extract (25 marks)

one essay question linking two texts (25 marks)


Non-exam assessment: Independent critical study: texts across time

Comparative critical study of two texts, at least one of which must have been written pre-1900

One extended essay (2500 words) and a bibliography

Assessed

•
50 marks/20% of A-level/assessed by teachers/moderated by AQA

Bridging Unit Tasks

Task 1:

Buy a copy of Othello by William Shakespeare and read it before September.

(Preferred edition – Cambridge School Shakespeare)

Buy a copy of The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald and read it before September

(Preferred edition - Penguin Modern Classics)

Task 2:

Below is a list of the poets and poems that you will be studying.

You will produce a power-point presentation on one of the poets featured on the list.  Your presentation should include:

· Information about the life and work of the poet

· The social and historical context of the poet

Task 3:

You will write a detailed analytical essay on any poem, linked to the theme of love, by your chosen poet. (Do not write on any of the poems listed below).

Anthology: love poetry through the ages pre-1900

	Whoso list to Hunt
	Sir Thomas Wyatt

	Sonnet 116
	William Shakespeare

	The Flea
	John Donne

	To His Coy Mistress
	Andrew Marvell

	The Scrutiny
	Richard Lovelace

	Absent from Thee
	John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester

	The Garden of Love
	William Blake

	Ae Fond Kiss
	Robert Burns

	She Walks in Beauty
	Lord Byron

	Remember
	Christina Rossetti

	The Ruined Maid
	Thomas Hardy

	At an Inn
	Thomas Hardy

	La Belle Dame sans Merci. A Ballad
	John Keats

	Non sum qualis eram bonae sub regno Cynarae
	Ernest Dowson


