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Priory  News 
Dates for Your Diary  

W/c 22nd January 

Boys Mental Health Awareness 

Week 

Monday 22nd January 

Youth Speaks 2018 at The Queen 

Mother Theatre (see page 2) 

Tuesday 23rd January 6.30-7.30pm 

Parent Information Session:  

E-Safety & Social Media  

25th-28th January 

Berlin Trip (History) 

Thursday 1st February 4.30-7.30pm 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 1st February 

Y9, Y10 & Y11 Intermediate 

Challenge (Maths) 

Friday 2nd February 7pm 

Quiz Night, Sixth Form Common 

Room (see page 4) 

Saturday 3rd February 

County Cross Country 

Championships, St Albans 

W/c Monday 5th February 

Year 9 Raising Aspirations Week 

Monday 5th February 6-7pm 

Scuba diving  

Lanzarote Information Evening 

5th-8th February 

Geneva Trip (Science) 

Educating Students for Success in Life 

Responsibility               Respect               Resilience 

Friday 19th January 2018 

VACANCIES 

The Priory School are looking for the following staff to join our team: 

Assistant Site Manager  

 7am to 3pm Monday to Friday, full time 

 £19,430 per annum 

Please contact Peter Cane on 01462 622300 ext 215.  

Cleaner 

 7am to 9am and/or 3.30pm to 6pm Monday to Friday, term time plus 
one week 

 £7.80 per hour 

 No experience necessary, full training will be given 

Please contact Peter Cane on 01462 622300 ext 215. 

 

 

 

 

Attendance to school in Term One of the 2017/2018 academic year was 
very good — 95.3% — but we can always do better. The impact of good 
attendance on your child’s progress in their education is well 
documented. Poor attendance not only results in missed learning, but 
also missed opportunities, information and social time at school.  

We of course appreciate that there are often valid reasons for missing 
school, but if there are times when you are considering keeping your child 
at home for minor illnesses, please do your best to get them out of bed 
and into the classroom. We are happy to monitor the health of those 
feeling ‘under the weather’ during the school day and will contact home if 
things deteriorate, but your child’s baseline expectation should be that 
they are here every day.  

The school target for every child is 96% attendance as a minimum. Even a 
slip to 92% (which might sound like a decent level of attendance) equates 
to a whole term of missed school over the course of secondary school.  

These lessons in attendance and resilience to minor illnesses also stand 
your child in good stead for future careers.  

Thank you for your support with this. 

Mr Foster, Assistant Headteacher 
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Teaching and Learning 

SOCIAL MEDIA DANGERS 

Do you take enough notice of what your child is doing online?  

There is a good chance many of your children are more proficient than you 
on certain devices and apps, and this opens up the possibility of them 
accessing material that you might not want them to and without you 
knowing.  

In school we are sometimes privy to conversations, chats, photos and 
messages that are sent between students. Whilst most online content 
shared between children is innocent, some it is absolutely not.  

Last week and this, all year groups have had assembly and form time work on e-safety and the dangers of posting 
inappropriate material. They have also had reminders of the illegal nature of lots of these things.  

Please help your child to stay safe and do not assume that it will always be other people’s children involved in these 
things, and not yours. 
                                                                                                                                                 Mr Foster, Assistant Headteacher 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD: 2017-2018 SILVER 

Congratulations to the following students who have recently achieved their silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award: 

 Alex Gale 

 Zac Cash 

 Florence Head 

 Jessica Waller 

 John Vere 

 Max Thomas 

 Ben Kitchener 

YOUTH SPEAKS – FIRST ROUND – MONDAY 22ND JANUARY 2018 

The Priory School will be entering the Rotary Youth Speaks Competition again this year. We reached the District 
Finals of the national public speaking competition last year, so fingers crossed for this year!  

The first local heat is at 6.30pm on Monday 22nd January 2018 at The Queen Mother Theatre, Hitchin, so feel free 
to come along and support our fantastic students. Further information and competition dates will be 
communicated via the school newsletter. 

Miss Anderson-Bonner, English Department 

LOST PROPERTY 

Once again, we have an enormous pile of bags, PE kits, coats, shoes and uniform 
which has found its way to Lost Property. The value of this unclaimed pile reaches 
many hundreds of pounds every term. In school, we spend time asking students 
to write their names inside everything they own. Where names are written in, 
there is a good chance things get returned to their rightful owner. Can we please 

ask that you take some time at home to name all of your child’s property. Stamps, labels and stickers are available 
online, but simply a biro or permanent pen on a clothing label will often do. 

If your child loses something, they should come to the pastoral base to look in the lost property cupboard for it.  
 
The current pile of lost property will on display for 1 week from Monday 5th February for students to reclaim what 
is theirs. Parents are also welcome to come in to claim any lost property. Anything left after this period will be  
donated to clothes banks.   
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Teaching and Learning 

APOCALYPSE MEOW 

Over Christmas I performed at The Sam Wannamaker Theatre at 
Shakespeare’s Globe in London in a show called Apocalypse Meow – 
Crisis is Born.   

Meow Meow has performed all over the world and some of the cast 
have been in shows like Matilda and Chicago in the West End.  It was a 
small cast of four plus the musicians, so I was very pleased to get the 
part!  It was a very funny show and I sang and acted with my partner 
and had three costume changes too.  It was a fantastic experience!  

I really enjoy singing and acting and I loved being part of the show and 
learnt so much about how they put it all together.  

The whole experience of performing in such an amazing venue was 
wonderful and I was really proud to take part in it.  

Rosie Hostler, 7MH 

UNIVERISTY OF HERTFORDSHIRE PATHFINDER DAY 

The Priory School took 50 Year 9 students to the University of Hertfordshire this week.  

The students were given a tour of the campus and heard talks about different aspects of university life, including 
finances, lectures and living away from home. In the afternoon they were involved in a competition where they had 
to do a presentation about why you should go to university.  

The students had a great day and their eyes were opened to what being at university is really like.  

Mrs Emler, Raising Aspirations 
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LITERACY QUIZ 

The quiz below has 

been created by Litera-

cy Leader Erin Dalrym-

ple, 8CA. 

                                                                                                                                                 

Ms Farman, English 

Department 

Teaching and Learning 

MOROCCO EXPEDITION: WORLD CHALLENGE 
2019 

If you are interested in your child going on this 
adventure trip, which will be taking place from 
15th to 28th July 2019, please contact Tony Fos-
ter (01462 622300 ext 204; to-
ny.foster@priory.herts.sch.uk).  

The trip is open to students currently in Year 9 
and above. 

CHOIR TRIP TO GERMANY JULY 2018: FUNDRAISING EVENT 
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Teaching and Learning 

SPELLING & TABLES BEE RESULTS 
 
Congratulations to this the winners of this year’s Spelling and Tables Bee competitions. After a week of qualifying 
rounds, 24 students took part in the finals today, in front of 250 watching spectators. Spelling as many words cor-
rectly or mastering as many of the tables up to 12x12 as possible was the aim of the game and the winners were 
as follows: 

KS3 Spelling – Elise Budd 8CA 
KS3 Tables – Aryan Sharma 9NS 
KS4 Spelling – Tom Bannister 10AA 
KS4 Tables – Meg Stephenson 13YW 
 
We also welcomed some of our local primaries who brought winners of their own competitions to compete 
against each other in the Primary Spelling Bee Final. Huge congratulations to our winner, Annie Ironmonger, from 
William Ransom school. 

Thank you to all students who took part this week – you were very brave and amazed us with your knowledge and 
speed! 
                                                                             Mrs C Farman, English Department & Mr Foster, Assistant Headteacher 
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Sports Results 

YEAR 8 BASKETBALL VICTORY VS BARNWELL 

The Year 8 Basketball Team won against Barnwell 17-13.  

The boys performed very well and held on to their lead through great teamwork, with great individual 
performances from Oliver Sutton and Josh Bryant. 

Mr Omar, PE Department 

YEAR 9 BASKETBALL VICTORY VS NOVEL 

On 9th January the Year 9 Boys’ Basketball Team played some superb basketball to beat Nobel School by a 16-point 
margin.  

Mr Jessney, PE Department 

BASKETBALL RESULTS 

 

BASKETBALL RESULTS 

 

Charity News 
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Charity News 
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Raising Aspirations 

Bedfordshire College offers a number of different 

apprenticeships.  

An email has been sent home to parents/carers of  

Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 students detailing some of 

the current opportunities available.  

If you would like any further information please send an 

email to  Mrs Emler: sally.emler@priory.herts.sch.uk. 



9 

Raising Aspirations 

We want to share KPMG’s exciting Apprenticeship 

opportunities with those of you leaving school or college 

in 2018.  

Our Apprenticeship Programmes offer you an exciting 

opportunity to earn while you learn; building a 

successful career with a leading professional services 

firm. 

People like you are at the heart of our success, so we’ll 

make sure you’re empowered to be your best. We offer 

an inclusive environment where everyone feels 

empowered through programmes and support networks 

such as IT’s Her Future, our African and Caribbean 

Network, KNOW (our women’s network), and Breathe 

(KPMG’s LGBT network). See our full list at:  

https://www.kpmgcareers.co.uk/apprenticeships. 

KPMG Student Recruitment Team 

https://email.targetcareers.co.uk/rsps/m/rjh2r_Hz5tnwyAd4Dx2P4jyrx8_fz7avY8tPZBWWww0
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Teaching and Learning After School Clubs 

School funding may be available. However, prior agreement must be obtained from the school. 
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Teaching and Learning After School Clubs 

School funding may be available. However, prior agreement must be obtained from the school. 
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Local News 
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Local News 

12TH HITCHIN BEAVERS – ASSISTANT BEAVER LEADER REQUIRED 

We are currently looking for an Assistant Leader to help run our Beaver Group. 

We urgently need someone to help our Beaver Leader at the Monday night sessions. We meet at St John’s 
Community Centre, Hitchin, from 5.15pm to 6.30pm on during term time only. 

It’s easy to take part and we can make use of as much of your time as you are able to offer. No special skills or 
previous experience required just a desire to help out, and a little bit of time to give to the children and the group 
on a Monday evening. 

Beavers are the lifeblood of the group and provide nearly all of our future cubs and scouts. The activities the 
children experience in Beavers teach them valuable skills, encourage them to challenge themselves and, most 
importantly, help them develop friendships and have a great time, but we rely on volunteers to achieve all of this.   

If you think you can possibly help or know someone who might be interested then please contact Judy Lilly (07740 
121769; judithlilly@tiscali.co.uk) or Vickie Hellyer (07551 947746; vlhellyer@gmail.com). 

mailto:vlhellyer@gmail.com
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Local Revision Workshops 
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Local Club Events 


