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Priory  News 
Dates for Your Diary  

Monday 9th to Friday 13th July 

Senior Choir Tour, The Rhineland 

Tuesday 10th to Friday 13th July 

A Level Geography Field Trip to Devon 

Tuesday 10th July 

Sports Day 

Wednesday 11th July 

- Reserve Sports Day 

- Year 7, Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 

Progress Reports Go Home 

- Year 10 Civil Service Trip to 

Heathrow 

Thursday 12th July 

- Induction Day (Year 6 into Year 7) 

and Induction Evening 6.45-8pm 

- Transition PE Club for Primary School 

students  3.45-4.45pm 

Friday 13th July 

Year 7, Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 
STEM trip to Air Tattoo, RAF Fairford 

Sunday 15th to Saturday 28th July 

World Challenge, Morocco 

Monday 16th to Friday 20th July  

Year 9 French trip 

Tuesday 17th to Thursday 19th July 

- Whole school Activities Week 

- Year 7 residential trip (Bushcraft) 

Friday 20th July 

Last day of term (finishes at 12.40pm) 

Educating Students for Success in Life 

Responsibility               Respect               Resilience 

6th July  2018 

FUNDRAISING 2017-2018 

There were a wide range of activities taking place during our recent 
Charity Week, including cake sales, football matches, sponge throwing, 
penalty shootouts and more! The students were keen to work together 
and plan events to raise as much money as possible for two great local 
charities: Phase and Stand By Me. Both of these charities do an immense 
amount of work for not only the young people of The Priory School, but 
for the young people of Hitchin and North Hertfordshire as a whole. We 
are so grateful for all that they do and wanted to show our appreciation 
by dedicating our final Charity Week of this academic year to them, and 
the students raised an impressive £857. 

This academic year we have been fundraising for a whole host of 
charities: MacMillan, The Poppy Appeal, Jeans for Genes, Think Pink, Save 
the Children, Samaritans, USA Flood Relief, Local Foodbank, Children in 
Need, Sport Relief, Alzheimer’s Society, Phase, Stand By Me and the Shoe 
Box Appeal. Every year we set ourselves an ambitious fundraising target 
and our aim was to raise at least £10,000 for these charities. This year we 
raised an impressive £11,479.93. Well done to everyone involved, and 
let’s get planning for next year! 

Mrs Southall, Assistant Headteacher 

The Priory School would like to thank 
Giles at Vanstone Park for his support in 
the renovation of the memorial garden. 

EXAM CERTIFICATES  

We still have exam certificates from previous years in school, some dating 
back to 2012. If your child or anyone you know still has certificates to 
collect for A-levels or GCSEs please ask them to contact us to arrange 
collection: Assessment&Data@priory.herts.sch.uk. For parents or anyone 
else to collect the certificates we will need permission from the students. 
We do not post them. 

AN INVITATION TO ALLOTMENT CLUB OPEN DAY—SATURDAY 14TH JULY 

Open from 12.30pm to 2.30pm to students, family and friends, and all 
staff. Located at Old Hale Way Allotments - travelling north towards 
Ickleford, before you leave Hitchin, take the track just after the last house 
on the right. Best to park on the road and walk down the track.  

 See the results of the students’ hard work 

 Fresh produce to buy - pick some to take home 

 Cake stall   

 Plant stall (create your own veg patch for the summer holidays) 
Hope to see you there! 

http://www.vanstoneparkgardencentre.co.uk/
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Teaching and Learning 

SPORTS AWARDS EVENING 2018 

Thank you and congratulations to all of the students that attended the Sports Presentation Evening on Tuesday  
26th June. The evening was a fantastic opportunity to celebrate the achievements of students in PE lessons and 
through extracurricular involvement. It also gives recognition to those students that perform at an elite level 
outside of school. Thank you to the following: 

 - ReAssure and Willmott Dixon for sponsoring the evening 

 - Mark Burke, Manager of Hitchin Town Football Club, for presenting the awards  

 - Stevenage Football Club Foundation for providing and presenting a new award 

 - Mrs Churchman for organising the evening 

Well done to all the award winners. We look forward to repeating the evening next year. 

Miss Foy, Head of PE Department 
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Teaching and Learning 

YEAR 11 PROM 

On Thursday 28th June we had the privilege of attending the Year 11 Prom. Due to the time, effort and thought put 
in by Miss Farooq and her wonderful team of TPS staff, we were greeted by a handmade flower wall and a 
spectacular hall that had been transformed into an elegant Prom venue.  

The students arrived in a variety of vehicles including Ferraris, tractors and even a helicopter - definitely a first for 
TPS. We were in awe. Our boys were suited and booted and our girls were glam from head to toe. The night started 
and ended with a packed dance floor - sore feet and the heat didn’t stop the students or staff, it was too much fun! 

Throughout the evening everyone was voting for the stand-outs of the night. Our best dressed were stunning: Jack 
looked dapper and matched the theme of the night with his stand-out red suit; Miss Dolling, looking gorgeous as 
always, certainly deserved her award; and Kushbi was enchanting in her sari.  Of course best transport could go to 
no one but Nicole, arriving in a helicopter she stole the show and has set the bar for future Proms. Our Prom 
royalty very much deserved their crowns, being dedicated, kind and loved students they received a roar of 
applause from their peers. 

Best dressed female - Kushbi Shah 
Best dressed Male - Jack Howie 
Best dressed staff - Miss Dolling 
Best transport - Nicole Brooks 
Prom King - Zac Cash 
Prom Queen - Ruby Boast  
Prom Prince - Nate Draper 
Prom Princess - Lauren Wyatt  

Overall, Prom was a night to remember, and I have been overwhelmed by the praise I have received from staff 
about how Year 11 conducted themselves. They really did us proud, not just at Prom but throughout their time 
here - they have proved themselves to be outstanding young people that we are proud to say are members of The 
Priory School. 

Miss Mulholland, Head of Year 11  
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Raising Aspirations 

YEAR 7 STUDENTS VISIT THE GUARDIAN OFFICE 

On Friday 29th July, 27 Year 7 students had the opportunity to visit The Guardian office at King’s Cross in London. 

During the day the students were expected to keep to a tight deadline and produce a front page of a newspaper. 
They had to take on different roles including researcher, copy editor and editor, and had a choice of which stories 
to report on including Ed Sheeran being sued, a mother and child being separated at the US border, and the 
proposed hosepipe ban. For each story the students had to write the main body of the text, a catchy headline and 
an appropriate photo.  

It was a brilliant day and the lady leading the workshop said the work that the students produced was equivalent to 
that of some Year 10 students she had worked with in the past. 

MORRISON UTILITITY CITY CHALLENGE 

Thank you very much to Morrison Utility Services who 
came in to do a challenge with our Year 10 female 
geographers on Tuesday 3rd July.  

The students were tasked with planning to supply a 
Russian football stadium with gas and electricity and 
build roads and houses all within a limited time frame 
and for the smallest budget. They had to present their 
work and try to win the contract to do the work.  

The workshop was to promote International Women in 
Engineering Day, which was on 23rd June, and also to 
show how geography can be applied to the world of 
work. 

TASTER SESSIONS AT LOCAL COLLEGES  

In June and July we were lucky enough to be able to take a number of Year 10s to experience Oaklands College (at 
both the Welwyn Campus and St Albans Campus) and North Herts College (at the Hitchin and Stevenage sites). 

At the St Albans Campus of Oaklands College students were involved in taster sessions that included carpentry, 
catering, public services and brickwork. At the Welwyn Campus the students were given a tour, which included 
seeing the  beauty and hairdressing salons and the extensive media department.  

The students that visited the Hitchin Campus of North Herts College could choose taster sessions in public services, 
business, catering, performing arts, hair and beauty, and sport. And the students visiting the Stevenage site were 
involved in construction and engineering.  

If your child is thinking of going to college it is really important that they take the opportunity to visit the different 
ones around, including Oaklands, North Herts and Shuttleworth, and possibly look further afield at colleges in 
Cambridge and Luton. The school will always send through details of college open days and events whenever we 
receive them. 
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Sports Results 

FINAL ATHLETICS LEAGUE RESULTS 

Below are the final results of the Athletics League for 2018-2019. We are absolutely delighted with these results 
and very proud of the achievements of all the students that participated this year. The results are based on entries 
from 12 schools.  

Year 7 Girls                        8th place 
Year 7 Boys                      8th place 
Year 8 Girls                      3rd place 
Year 8 Boys                     3rd place 
Year 9 Girls                       8th place 
Year 9 Boys                     7th place 
Year 10 and Year 11 Girls         2nd place 
Year 10 and Year 11 Boys         7th place 
Overall Girls Results      4th place 
Overall Boys Results       5th place 
Overall Result                  5th place  

DISTRICT ATHLETIC CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Congratulations to all the students that represented The Priory School at the recent District Athletic Championships 
on Wednesday 27th July. We are delighted with the results and the way in which the students performed, 
particularly in such hot temperatures. A particular well done to the Year 8 team who finished in 3rd place overall. 
This is a fantastic achievement.  

The following students finished in the top three in their event: 

Year 7 
Caleb Wright       100m              3rd place  
Sam Chatterton                 1500m                    2nd place  
Rebecca Davies                  800m                      2nd place  
Rosie Hostler                  Javelin                   1st place  
Year 8 
Henry Radford                Javelin                   2nd place 
Daniel Baverstock          Discus                    2nd place 
Freddie Finch                  Hurdles                  2nd place 
Oliver Sutton                   Triple Jump          3rd place  
Year 8 Girls                      Relay Team          3rd place  
Jessica Astill                     300m                      1st place 
Jessica Astill                     Long Jump           2nd place 
Amber Duffy                       Shot Putt              2nd place 
Eve Elliott                           Discus                    3rd place                
Year 9 
Brave Omondi                 Long Jump           2nd place 
Matthew Morton            Triple Jump          3rd place 
Year 10 
Finley Hopwood                Javelin                   3rd place  
Olivia Hair                           Shot Putt              1st place  
Lauren Sloane                 Javelin                   2nd place  
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Sports Results 

YEAR 7 ROUNDERS 

Congratulations to the members of the Year 7 Rounders Team who came second in the District Rounders 
Tournament on Tuesday 19th June, losing to Hitchin Girls’ School in the Final by just one rounder! This was out of 
14 schools in Stevenage and North Herts that took part. The team comprised: 

Grace Aldridge 
Lauren Anderson-Parrot 
Felicia Austin 
Emily Carpenter  
Rebecca Davies 
Lola Malone 
Lilly Nellis 
Jemma Rose 
Lara Tobin 
 
YEAR 7 CRICKET 

Congratulations to the Year 7 Cricket Team who were placed 3rd out of 12 teams in the annual Calypso Cricket 
Tournament at Stevenage Cricket Club on Thursday 28th June. They beat The Barclay School and Fearnhill School in 
the group stages to set up a semi-final against the Hitchin Boys’ School A team.  

HBS set a target of 66 runs to win despite losing 3 wickets in the first of five overs. Unfortunately though, their 
bowling proved difficult to score from and we missed our target by only 19 runs. However, we did secure 3rd place, 
which is an excellent achievement so well done boys!  

A special mention needs to go to William Britton of 7RP for having to retire, under Calypso rules, after scoring 25 
runs in a group match and again in the semi-final. Well batted young man! 

YEAR 9 CRICKET  

After a long-awaited cricket match against Barnwell School, The Priory School’s Year 9 team made short work of 
Barnwell, who were all out for 53 runs.  

There were wickets taken by Nathan Collinson, Tom Harvey and Doug Cree. The TPS team then surpassed their 
total in the 10th over to win the game with ease, with great batting performances from Ben Blackford and Doug 
Cree.  

HITCHIN HARD HALF MARATHON 

Thank you to all students and Mr Foster who volunteered to help with the Hitchin Hard Half Marathon on Sunday 
24th June. It was a really fun morning, with students in high spirits encouraging those that were participating in the 
event. Students were handing out water to runners that were participating in the 10km and half marathon options. 
And students encouraged the runners with rhymes they created such as ‘H20…it will make you go!’ and ‘Hydrate to 
accelerate’.  

Thank you to the following TPS students: 

Josie Woolston 
Alex Gale 
Dan Reed 
Annabel Holmes 
Jessica Astill 
Nina Stephens 
Maisie Cobbett 
Becky Watson 
Freddie Finch  
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Teaching and Learning 

 

LITERACY PAGE 

This Hunger Games Criss Cross has been created by the TPS Literacy Leaders. 

                                                                                                                                                 Ms Farman, English Department 
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