
 1 

Priory  News 
Dates for Your Diary  

Tuesday 4th December 

Parents’ Information Evening ‘Drugs & 

Alcohol Guidance’ at 6.30pm, Main 

School Hall 

Thursday 6th December 

DofE Award Session 3.30-5pm 

Thursday 13th December 

Christmas Concert at 7pm,  

Main School Hall 

Friday 14th December 

- Student Service Uniform Day  

- Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 19th December 

Christmas Lunch 

Friday 21st December 

End of Term at 12.40pm 

Monday 7th January 

- Start of Term 

- Year 13 Study Leave Begins 

Tuesday 8th January 

Year 13 Internal Examinations Begin 

Thursday 10th January 

- Year 11 Post 16 Subject Market  

- DofE Award Session 3.30-5pm 

Friday 11th January 

Rock School Practical Exams, Main 

School Hall 

     Educating Students for Success in Life 

Responsibility               Respect               Resilience 

7th December 2018 

CHARITY NEWS 

Our first Charity Week of this academic year started on Monday  
19th November in aid of Children in Need. Florence Tyrtania who is our 
Sixth Form Charity Prefect worked hard to decorate Reception and other 
areas of school to get all of us in the Pudsey spirit! All week students 
planned and ran their own charity events from hot chocolate sales to 
football matches – it was a brilliant week of fundraising! The student 
raffle was a big success with lots of local businesses donating items and 
vouchers. The week ended with Non-Uniform Day on Friday 23rd 
November. Our final fundraising total was £1,624, and as TPS is a BBC 
fundraising partner school, Lloyds Bank will match this total.  

Our next Charity Week will be taking 
place w/c Monday 25th March, which 
will be for the local charity Phase.  

We have other charity events taking 
place in the run up to Christmas – 
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 
Children on Friday 14th December and 
the Key Stage 3 Christmas Fayre at the 
end of term for Keech Hospice.  

It has been a very busy term so far with 
a number of charity events taking place, 
such as MacMillan Coffee Morning, 
Think Pink day, The Poppy Appeal and 
Jeans for Genes day – thank you to 
everyone who has taken part and supported these events in order to 
ensure they continue to be successful year on year.  

FOODBANK COLLECTION 

The tables in Reception for the Foodbank Collection are already full! 

Thank you for encouraging your children to make donations.  

The collection will continue until Friday 14th December, so there is still 

time to make a donation.  The Foodbank has a list of items that they are 

in need of this year (however, any and all donations are very gratefully 

received): 

 Tinned potatoes 

Sponge puddings  

Toilet roll 

Squash and juice (long life) 

Tinned fish and meat 

Pasta sauces, pasta and noodles  

Tinned fruit 

 

SPORTS FIXTURES 

Please see page 8 for a list of sports 

fixtures.  
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Teaching and Learning 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE: KEY STAGE 3 & KEY STAGE 4 REPRESENTATIVES 
 
A big congratulations to Daniel Baverstock who was voted in as the Key Stage 3 Senior Rep and Erin Berry who was 
voted in as the Key Stage 4 Rep for the Student Leadership Committee. These students will be working closely with 
the Head Boy and Head Girl to meet with the Senior Leadership Team, including the Headteacher, as well as the 
Governing Body. Congratulations to them both, I can’t wait to work with them this year! 

 
Mrs K. Southall 

Assistant  Headteacher 
 

CYCLING SAFETY 

If your child cycles to school, please remind them to always pay attention and not get distracted, and to not show 

off to those around them. Please also encourage them to use the basic rules of the road. Safety advice and a link to 

the Highway Code can be found online here: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/cycling-safety. 

SANTA RUN IN AID OF KEECH HOSPICE 

We had a fantastic morning taking part in the 5km Keech Hospice Santa Run in Bedford. The sun shone and 

everyone got into the spirit of the day. As a group we raised over £650 and the overall total for the day (over 400 

runners) was nearly £110,000!! We should be very proud of our Year 12/13 CH runners (as well as those who 

helped with our fundraising page) - they were fab! Well done to everyone! Special mention to Jamie Wiseman who 

completed the run in an impressive 22 minutes. Best dressed Santa needs to go to Storm McClements who rocked 

her Santa outfit.  

We have decided to try to make this an annual event… Bring it on! 

Mrs C. Hamer 
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Teaching and Learning 

TPS CHRISTMAS CONCERT—13TH DECEMBER 

On Thursday 13th December our musicians will be 

performing in our Christmas Concert.  

We have been busy rehearsing all term with lots of lovely 

music. We will have items from all 10 of our ensembles, 

as well as from a few additional groups who have been 

rehearsing too.  

Tickets are selling fast and are available through the 

Finance Office upon completing a booking form, which 

was sent out to all parents a few weeks ago.  

We look forward to seeing you at this event.  

Music Department  

 

 

HCO CHRISTMAS CONCERT—15TH DECEMBER 

Our school choirs have been invited to perform 

with Hitchin Chamber Orchestra at their Christmas 

concerts this year. 

Details of how to purchase tickets can be found on 

the poster (left), and those taking part should have 

received a letter with further information.   

This is a wonderful opportunity for the students to 

perform in a lovely venue and with professional 

musicians, so if you would like to come and support 

them in one of the concerts, they would love to see 

you. 

Mrs L. Creak 

Head of Music  
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Teaching and Learning 

BATTLEFIELDS TRIP—13TH-14TH OCTOBER 2018 
 
On 13th October, 40 students from Year 9 took the ferry to Belgium in order to visit the battlefields of the Western 
Front. We departed from school at 6am and began our journey to France and Belgium. Our first stop on the trip 
was to pick up our tour guide, Tim Stoneman from the Royal British Legion, and then we headed to Dover to take 
the ferry. Upon our arrival in France we drove across the border where heavy warfare had taken place only a 
hundred years ago, and began our tour of the historic battlefields.  
 
First we visited the Menin Gate in Ypres, which commemorates the British and Commonwealth soldiers who lost 
their lives in the Ypres Salient of World War 1 and have no known grave. There are over 54,000 names on the 
memorial, which is a staggering number, nearly double the total population of Hitchin.  
 
Next we visited an authentic chocolate shop and were able to purchase some chocolate to take home, which was 
very nice and we were able to share it with our families (if there was any left!).  
 
After this we visited the Memorial Museum Passchendaele, which we were able to look around in small groups. 
There were lots of informative exhibits of information, replicas and artefacts. In the museum there was also a very 
interesting experience - dugout replicas - which we were able to walk around. This gave us a small insight on what 
life was like for some of the soldiers in the First World War.  
 
We visited two other memorial sites on the first day of our trip. One was a German cemetery called Langemarck 
where there were thousands of graves for the soldiers, all crammed together into the shade of huge oak trees. It 
was powerful to see, especially when you saw the stark contrast between the Allied cemetery, Tyne Cot and the 
German one.  
 
Tyne Cot was huge, brightly lit and with sparse trees throughout, and each individual man had his own headstone, 
regardless of whether or not he was named. On the German headstones, there were seven names on each, with a 
mixture of named soldiers and ‘Ein Unbekannter Deutscher Soldat’, which means ‘an unknown German soldier’. 
 
In the evening at 8pm we returned to the Menin Gate where we attended the Last Post Ceremony. The ceremony 
takes place every evening to remind everyone of the loss we suffered to protect the freedom of our empire. During 
the ceremony The Last Post was played on a bugle while people laid wreaths and paid their respects. Three 
students from our school - Molly, Rio and Tom - were asked to do the honours of laying our wreath. We then 
observed a Two Minutes Silence before going to our hotel for our overnight stay.  
 
The next day we woke up bright and early at 5.30am English time (6.30am Belgian time) ready for another full day 
of visiting the battlefields. The first stop on our journey that day was the Ploegsteert Memorial, which was a very 
nice place to visit as it was very calm and peaceful. Next we visited Beaumont Hamel, which is where soldiers from 
Newfoundland, Canada, fought for the German trenches on the front. They were fighting for nearly six months 
straight and suffered heavy casualties every day of those six months. Finally, after huge loss of life on both sides, 
the Allied troops took the German trench on 13th November 1916. They had been fighting since 1st July 1916. We 
were very moved by the graphic tales told by the surviving men.  

Cont’d... 
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Teaching and Learning 

SERGEANT JOHN ARLOW 
 
On the last day of the trip we visited the Ploegsteert Memorial, which is where my great, great grandfather is 
remembered. John Arlow was a sergeant in the Royal Irish Rifles 1st Battalion, and he died on 9th May 1915 in the 
Battle of Aubers Ridge. 
 
The memorial itself was built to commemorate over 11,000 soldiers from the United Kingdom and the South 
African forces who lost their lives fighting in that sector of Belgium in World War 1. It was in a little, tranquil village 
in Belgium; a nice place to be remembered.   
 
I found it very moving to see that my ancestor fought for our freedom and is remembered and honoured for it. One 
day I hope that I can return there with the rest of my family. 
 

Elise Budd, 9CA 

Cnt’d… 
 
Next we visited Ulster Tower (the tower was built to resemble castle towers 
from medieval Ireland), a memorial to men from Irish regiments who died in 
the battles for the Somme.  
 
We ate our lunch in the sunny weather of France, and thought about what 
we had seen and heard so far. After that we visited the Sunken Lane, which 
was another very informative experience. 
 
Our final stop was to the breath-taking monument of Thiepval (pictured 
right), in Picardy France. Like many others it is a monument to commemo-
rate the unknown men who lost their lives. 72,246 names are on the walls 
and columns of the monument, that's a lot of people, which many of us 
found hard to comprehend before our visit. On our visit to Thiepval there 
was one name that we particularly wanted to find. That name was ‘Private 
John Eagleton who was our Form Tutor, Ms Farman’s, Great-Great Uncle. He 
fought with the Royal Berkshire regiment who fought alongside the French at 
the Battle of the Somme. 
 

Erin Dalrymple, 9CA  
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Teaching and Learning 

SENIOR MATHS TEAM CHALLENGE 

On 21st November, Daisy and Mila from Year 13, and 

Giorgia and I from Year 12, were accompanied by Dr 

Kisby to Hemel Hempstead to take part in the UKMT 

Senior Maths Team Challenge. We went into it with 

some confidence and were quite excited to see what 

we would have to do.  

There were three rounds: the questions round; the 

cross number round; and the shuttle round. In the first 

round we had to answer 10 questions as a team in 40 

minutes. We managed to get 5 out of the 10 questions 

right, which was good considering the questions were 

very hard and took a long time to work out. For the 

second round we had to split into pairs and one pair 

had to work out the across numbers and the others 

had to work out the down numbers. What made it especially tricky though was that we could not speak in between 

the pairs, and our answers were dependent on each other’s. We managed to get 48 out of 62 in this round, which 

we were really happy about. In the final round we were in our pairs once again, but this time we answered a 

question and our answers gave the other pair the means to work out their answers. It was really hard because we 

did not have much time to do this either (8 minutes for 4 questions); we got half marks in this as well which 

surprised us.  

Overall we came 21st out of some 30 teams, but we had a really good time and it was exciting to be up against 

some other prestigious schools. (Harrow School were the winners.) I would definitely do it again if I had the chance! 

Torin Burrows, 12CH 

CHRISTMAS PUZZLE!   

Can you work out how many different ways that Santa can get to his sleigh by only moving up or to the right?  

Worked solutions to Miss Jones or Mrs Parsons by the end of term.  Selection boxes for the best solutions! 
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Sports Results 

Team Coverdale 

Team Coverdale 
Team Coverdale 

Team Coverdale 

Team Coverdale Team Coverdale 

EASTERN REGION TRAMPOLINE COMPETITION—SUNDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 
 
Congratulations to all students that represented TPS at the Eastern Region Trampoline Competition on Sunday  
25th November at The University of Hertfordshire. The students were a credit to the school and performed very 
well at this high level competition. Five of our students have qualified for the next round and will represent TPS at 
the Zonal round of the competition on 20th January 2019. Thank you to HBS Revolutions Trampoline Club for all of 
their coaching and support.  
 
Ella Dent: Years 7-8 Girls Novice: 21st place  
Lauren Davis: Years 11-14 Girls Novice: 7th place  
Marshall Frost: Years 7-9 Boys Elite: 5th place  
Millie Clayton: Years 7-8 Girls Novice: 33rd place  
 
Qualifiers: 
 
Harry Emler: Years 7-8 Boys Novice: 2nd place - qualified for the Zonal competition 
Hari Henderson: Years 9-10 Boys Novice: 3rd place - qualified for the Zonal competition 
Zoe Cooper: Years 7-9 Girls Intermediate: 2nd place - qualified for the Team Competition 
Violet Betts: Years 7-9 Girls Intermediate: 24th place - qualified for the Team Competition 
Lara Tobin: Years 7-9 Girls Intermediate: 6th place - qualified for the Team Competition 
Kayleigh Maxwell: Years 7-9 Girls Intermediate: 16th place - qualified for the Team Competition 
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Sports Fixtures 

FIXTURES 

Monday 3rd December 2018 

U12 Girls Football ESFA Cup at Queensbury, Dunstable 

Wednesday 5th December 2018 

Year 7 Football vs The Knights Templar School 

Year 9 Football vs The Knights Templar School 

Year 10 Basketball vs Fearnhill School & Marriotts School 

Thursday 6th December 2018 

Year 8 Netball vs The John Henry Newman School 

Year 10 Football vs Marriotts School 

Wednesday 12th December 2018 

U14 Girls Football vs Barnwell School 

Senior Football vs North Herts College  

Year 7 Football vs Highfield 

Tuesday 18th December 2018 

Year 10 Football vs The Knights Templar School 

Tuesday 8th January 2019 

Years 7 to 10 Netball v Princess Helena College 

Thursday 10th January 2019 

Year 7 Basketball vs Barnwell School & Marriotts School 

Competition 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Do you or does someone in your house eat, sleep and breathe the LEGO bricks?  

Is the LEGO MASTERS build room with over 1 million bricks your idea of heaven? 

The producers of the popular Channel 4 series LEGO MASTERS are looking for a new bunch of imaginative building 
pairs to take part in a third series of the bold brick-building competition.  

If you think you, a family member or a friend have the creativity, skill and imagination to be crowned Britain’s best 
amateur building team then please email build@tuesdayschild.tv  

Applicants must be aged 9+ by 03/02/2019 in order to take part. 

Unfortunately, we won't be able to answer all the requests individually. Your application will be received by a 
member of Tuesday’s Child production company and they will contact you directly. Tuesday’s Child will process 
your personal data in accordance with their privacy policy. 

mailto:build@tuesdayschild.tv
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Local Holiday Activities 
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Local News/Events 


