Friday, 27th November 2015 Next week is week 1.

News

Year 7 Parent and
Student Mornings

A big “thank you” to the 60 parents that
gave up their time to work with their son/
daughter and take part in English, Maths
and Science lessons. From the evaluations
we received back, everyone had a
good experience and took away some
valuable information to support their son/
daughter in their learning.

Numeracy and literacy...

Literacy, or the skill of being literate, is the key to being successful in all walks of life. No matter what job or
career path you follow, there is always the need to communicate with someone at some point. So what is
literacy, exactly? Quite simply, it’s being able to read, write and speak; in other words, we need it in
everyday life, whether it’s reading shopping lists or listening to directions.

The main ways to improve our literacy skills are firstly through reading. And by that, | mean reading
anything that floats your boat. The more you read, the more parts of the curriculum you can access at
school. The more you can access at school, the better you will perform in exams. The better you perform in
exams, the better your prospects for the future ... and we all know that success breeds success. In order to
improve your writing, think about the way you speak. For example, in lessons, answer verbal questions in
full sentences and your mind will eventually write in full, accurate sentences too.

As parents, carers and family relatives, you may be wondering how you can help at home. Again —
encourage that reading! Either read with your son or daughter, or get them to read to you, or even read to
them. No one is ever too old to enjoy being read to! As part of the English subject webpage on the school
site, there will soon be a literacy blog and page too. Here, you will
find book discussions and recommendations if you need any ideas for
k'ds WHO exciting titles. Our library is another terrific resource, as are our

wonderful librarians, whose knowledge of teen fiction means that
they can find something to interest everyone. If you are the parent or
carer of a year 7 child, ask them about the Reading Record that they

are completing in form time. Also, watch out for Readathon next year
—there will be details about it on the website and in the newsletter.

So, finally, a quick recommendation: the Gone series by Michael
Grant. | challenge parents and pupils to read the full set!

S u C C e e d Christine Farman, English Department




Teaching and Learning...

J) MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS

Christmas Concert

You should have all received a parent mail from
the music department inviting you to our
Christmas Concert. This is the first concert of the C
school year and for many of the students, their

first concert with us at The Priory School. All of
our groups who have been rehearsing since the
start of term will be performing and there will be
refreshments during the interval. It would be
lovely to see as many of you as possible

Dates for your Diary

2015

Monday, 30th November

Charity Week begins

supporting us at this event, as we have over 100
students from the school taking part. If you would like tickets, then
please complete the reply slip on the Parentmail letter that was sent
home and return it to the Finance Department, who will arrange for your
son/daughter to be given the tickets.

Parents of participants, we are once again asking for donations of mince
pies for the tables, . If you are able to help by providing 6-12 mince pies,
then please send them in from Monday onwards to the Music

Department.

As many of our students sit graded music exams, we have started a wall
of success (well, two walls actually!). Each student who passes a graded
music exam, has their certificate copied and displayed on the entrance
wall to the Music Department. We have a wall for grades 1-4 and the
opposite wall for grades 5-8. If your son or daughter has a certificate for
a music exam which they have not yet brought, please allow them to
bring it in to school so that we can copy it and display their achievement!
If you would prefer to scan the certificate or send a photograph of it,
then please email me on lindsay.creak@priory.herts.sch.uk

We look forward to seeing you there!

Music Exams

Good luck to all of our students who are sitting their grade exams this
session and also good luck to our Head Boy Liam, who is currently
auditioning for a place a music college.

Australia Tour

We haven’t forgotten about our tour to Australia and hope to have more
information regarding this for you at the start of the new year.
Ensemble rehearsals

If your son or daughter hasn’t joined one of the music groups this term
but would like to next term, we will be starting new pieces and they will
be more than welcome to come along. A list of all the different activities
taking place are displayed in their form rooms.

We look forward to seeing you at the concert!

Lindsay Creak — Head of Music

Tuesday, 1st December

Post 16 Modern Foreign
Languages Conference

Wednesday, 2nd December

TPS Christmas Concert

Friday, 4th December

School closed

Monday, 7th December

6th Form Science Conference

Wednesday, 9th December

TPS Pantomime, 7pm

Thursday, 10th December

Sixth Form Christmas Quiz, 7pm

Friday, 11th December

Year 12 Study Skills Workshop
Deadline for Reward Stickers
Year 9 Options Pack issued
Christmas Jumper Day
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Year 7 Social Enterprise Day

Last week we took part in a day organised by Katie Southall, RA.SlNG
delivered by local education company ELSA and designed to ASP'MT'ONS
introduce students to the concept of social enterprise.
Students worked together with representatives from charities
and the community to develop fundraising ideas and even got
to design and produce their own wrapping paper! We had a
really fun day and hope students did too!

Year 8 Raising Aspirations Week

We've had a lovely week teaching Year 8 their first careers
lesson this year. Our focus was on Aspiration as Motivation;
we focused on career aspirations, developing transferable
skills and what students' future pathway options might be. We also looked again at the Careers Toolbox and
how to develop the necessary skills, qualities, careers knowledge, qualifications and work experience that go
into each one.

This week we also held our first Year 8 Raising Aspirations Evening for Students, Parents and Carers. Many
thanks to all who attended and heard alumni and old Head Boy Tom Brennan speak about his journey from
Strathmore and Wilshere Dacre Schools, through TPS and on to the University of Oxford to study Law. The
theme of the evening was how to develop the skills and qualities whilst still in school that will be important for
future pathway choices, for example by joining clubs or volunteering.

Year 11 Visit to The Skills Show

Q‘M We took 85 students to this national event last week, where they were able to spend
World Skl"S uk three hours finding out about all manner of the post-16 pathway choices that are open to
The Skills Show them. We had a great day and have had some really positive feedback from parents.

Year 11 Skills Workshops

A number of Year 11 students have requested workshops to develop essential skills such as how to write a CV
and tips for successful interviews. These have been put together using the fantastic Barclays Skills website
resources, and will be delivered during Form Time before the holidays.

Opportunity with the Royal Veterinary College

We have been offered FREE places for a workshop at The Barclay School in Stevenage on Friday, 4th December.
The event is open to students from Year 9 through to Year 13 who are interested in pursuing a career or Higher
Education in biological sciences or Animal Care. As the school will be closed on this day, parents would need to
attend the two hour slot with their child. There is a choice of four slots throughout the day. We have already
booked four students on to the day, but please contact Kate Allan to book further tickets if you are interested.

Log onto the Blog!

A reminder that all of our opportunities for students are published first on our blog:
www.tps-raising-aspirations.com

Kate Allan, Raising Aspirations (CEIAG)


http://www.tps-raising-aspirations.com.�

District Cross Country Championships

Thursday, 12" November saw our finest cross country runners
competing in the District Cross Country Championships at Fairlands
Valley, Stevenage. Students competed across a number of distances,
ranging from 1 mile for Year 7 up to 2 miles for the Seniors. This is
always a highly competitive event with the top placed competitors
earning places at the County Championships in January 2016.

Huge congratulations to Kayleigh Grey 7NW and Liam Rusling 9AM who
won their respective races. In the team competition, we again placed
well in a number of age groups, listed below: -

Year 7 Girls — 3" Year 9 Girls — 2™ Year 9 Boys — 3"

Chris Pope, PE Department

Date for your Diary...

Well done to Kayleigh ray
and Liam Rusling!

On the 7™ December, the PSA is holding and Extraordinary General Meeting at 7pm in school. This is an
important process for us and as you are all members, this is an ideal opportunity for you to support the future

development of the PSA.

PLEASE attend if you can it would be great to have as many parents/carers as possible attend.

Festive Market

Thank you to all who attended the Festive Market on rather a chilly Saturday afternoon!

The event was a huge success with many students

Thank you for your support.

Attendance

The school’s attendance target is 96%.

Merits as Merits as
Attendance

at to 10/11/15 at
(o]
10/11/15 10/11/15

Attendance
to 10/11/15

Form

Attendance
to 10/11/15

Merits as
at
10/11/15

98.74% 449 97.26% 221

11TC

94.94%

57

96.77% 282 91.16% 178

11BS

97.27%

0

97.21% 277 94.65% 18

11RO

94.60%

73

98.98% 773 94.51% 98

11RC

93.94%

95.44% 210 95.89%

11CH

96.51%

95.49% 322 95.33% 55

11EG

95.35%

97.38% 222 95.80% 5

FP

92.56%

96.91% 205 96.98% 66

LE

95.13%

97.81% 179 97.41% 34

]

96.51%

95.34% 84 97.06% 89

RF

96.15%

94.04% 343 96.44% 4

JH

95.21%

96.99% 182 95.53% 25

AX

96.11%

95.89% 74

VS

93.27%




*t Christmas Lunch %
A5 A&

Wednesday, 16" December 2015 In The Priory Café
By Ticket Only

Roast Turkey, stuffing, pig in blanket
Roast potatoes
Two vegetables
Gravy
Price £3.00

(Free School Meals £1.00 A TICKET PLUS SMARTCARD ON THE DAY)
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Tickets go on sale in The Café from Monday, 30" November 2015

until Monday, 14" December 2015

Come and join in the fun! We will have Christmas music,
tables set with Christmas table cloths, napkins,

crackers, drinks and mince pies.




Events....

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

WEDNESDAY 2ND DECEMBER FAMILY £13

SCHOOL HALL- [ concession €3
7PM el e T

»

N

It’s pantomime season! Following on from the amazing, exciting edge of your seat production of Cinderella last
year, the Drama Department in association with our Staff and Sixth Form are proud to present ‘Snow White and
the Magnificent Seven’.Expect humour, dodgy acting, outrageous dress and a loosely performed attempt at real
theatre.

The Pantomime will be performed on Wednesday, 9" December at 7.30pm, in the school main hall. Tickets can
be purchased from our school office, £3 each or two tickets for £5, payments by cash or cheque made payable
to ‘The Priory School’ please.

Refreshments will be available to purchase from the licenced bar during the interval. All proceeds will go to the
Keech Hospice Care.

Claudia Follano

| would like to purchase tickets for Snow White and the Magnificent Seven

NAME OF STUENT w.oovvie ettt st se e e eas (0] 1 0 0 VOO

NUMDBEE Of TICKETS...uvi ittt Amount enclosed ........cccueveviiiniviece e




The Great Priory Hair Off

Just a reminder that English teacher Mrs Hamer and 6™ former Lexi Birk are taking
partin 'The Great Priory Hair Off' on 03/12/2015. There is still time to donate online
with a debit or credit card - just visit the JustGiving page -

Lexi Birk’s: www.justgiving.com/Lexi-Birks

Mrs Hamer’s: www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/cheryl-hamer

JustGiving sends your donation straight to RNLI and The National Brain Tumour |
Society and automatically reclaims Gift Aid if you are a UK taxpayer, so your donation

is worth even more. (?/ \? Thank you for your support!
. 1
@0 The TPS Spelling Bee ¢101

(i st

Good at spelling?
Brave enough to stand up and show us how good you are?
Then take partin this year’s TPS Spelling Bee.

Monday Dec 7*"— Key Stage 3 Qualifiers
Wednesday Dec 9" — Key Stage 4/5 Qualifiers
Friday Dec 11*" — Finals Day (including a teacher’s final!)

To enter, .slmply put your name on the sheet outside Mrs Farman's room (M)
by Friday 27t November



http://www.justgiving.com/Lexi-Birks�
http://www.justgiving.com/owner-email/pleasesponsor/cheryl-hamer�

THE PRIORY SCHOOL

DONATE YOUR OLD BRA!

SEND YOUR OLD BRA TO AFRICA FOR BREAST CANCER

On December 3rd Mrs Hamer and Leci Birks in Y13 will be
cutting their hair for the Little Princess Charity. As part of this
fundraising event, we are also asking you to donate any old

bras that will be sent to Africa to raise money for Breast
Cancer




Sports, Clubs & Activities....

Iw Year 12/13

90 Years of Netball

On Friday 12t February we are taking two teams
(U14 and U19) to London to take part in a charity
record breaking match to celebrate 90 years of
netball.

If you are interested then please speak to Mrs
Parsons who is organising the U19 team.

* Sessions will start this week!
* You can sign up to a maximum of 2
sessions.

* You will need to be ready and
nanged into your P.E kit for a
£ 12.40 start

'ou do not need any previous

B

o —




Astro Pi Code Club will start back next week!

If you are a keen coder or if you are a complete
beginnerthen come alongand getinvolved!

A sign up sheet will be outside Miss Greig’s room,
A1l1, and places will be on a first come basis.

The club itself will be on Thursdays after school
(32.30-4.30pm) in B8. Starting 12* November.

Table tennis try-outs take placeat'lifch time on
Thursdays in the Gym.

F

If you're interested in playing for A
The Priory School in a few
upcoming tournaments, come

along and try out for the team! \
|
|

Two teams will be competing
U13 and U16
4 Everybody welcome!

Mr Stokes
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